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Formers' Corner
Amanda Barry is a new associate in the southwest
branch office of MacRostie Historic Advisors LLC,
where she helps clients with state and federal tax
credits and National Register nominations. After
graduating from the MTSU Public History program
in Fall 2015, Amanda worked for the City of
Houston as a planner in the Historic Preservation
Office. She credits the "boots on the ground"
approach she learned at the CHP (GRA 2013-2015)
with her success in the professional preservation
field. Click here to view video.

Scholars
Surveying HBCUs in Alabama
This summer, the Center continues its
exciting work on a comprehensive
survey of the extant historically black
colleges and universities in Alabama. In
2017, the Alabama State Historic
Preservation Office chose the Center to
complete the survey and nomination
project, which is funded by a grant from
the National Park Service.
Doctoral student Tiffany Momon is the
lead on the project, working closely
with Center director Dr. Carroll Van
West and fieldwork coordinator
Tiffany Momon and Dr. Van West surveying
Savannah Grandey. The project
Stillman College in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.
dovetails perfectly with Tiffany’s
dissertation on the architecture and
material culture of HBCUs. “This study
has allowed me to compare and contrast Alabama’s HBCUs with others across the
South, making connections between architects, building types, the use of industrial
education in the construction of HBCU architecture, and the materiality of the colleges,”
says Momon.
There are nine extant HBCUs in Alabama; five of them are on the National Register of
Historic Places, and the other four will be nominated after the survey is completed.
According to Momon, HBCU campuses across the country feature buildings dating to
as early as 1805 and include former plantation homes and buildings constructed with
student labor, as well as some of the country’s earliest African American hospitals.
Many of the campuses also feature buildings constructed within the last twenty years
as the result of the settlement of racial discrimination lawsuits.
Momon hopes that both the survey and her dissertation will bring attention to the need
to preserve HBCU campuses, in Alabama and beyond. “I would like for this project to
highlight the importance of these spaces to not only African American history, but
American history,” she says. “These are landscapes worthy of preservation.”—
Antoinette van Zelm, assistant director.

Partners
Heritage Tourism Takes Off in
Memphis

Working on the Universal Life Insurance Building
project were (left to right) Jimmie Tucker, Mathieu
White, Kira Duke, Tony Nichelson, Savannah
Grandey, and Harold Shaw, Jr. (a direct
descendant of Universal Life founder Dr. J.E.
Walker).

In April, Memphis commemorated the
50th anniversary of the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King’s 1968
assassination by highlighting some of
the city’s deeper and less widely known
Civil Rights stories. Through the
Center’s Professional Services
Partnerships initiative, staff and
students worked with the city and other
local partners to develop several
heritage products that convey
Memphis’s unique histories to visitors

and re-engage residents with historic places.
The City of Memphis and Memphis scholar Dr. Cynthia Sadler worked with Center
director Dr. Van West to identify fifty-two sites pertinent to the city’s rich history for the
Memphis Heritage Trail brochure. Graduate students Kelli Gibson and Victoria Hensley
worked with fieldwork coordinator Savannah Grandey to research each site and craft
interrelated narratives for the brochure and signage for each site.
Grandey and Center education specialist Kira Duke led the team that collaborated with
Self + Tucker Architects to produce a history exhibit and brochure for the newly
renovated Universal Life Insurance Building. An excellent example of downtown
adaptive reuse, the ULIB is a conspicuous landmark built in 1949 by McKissack and
McKissack, one of the nation’s first African American architectural firms. Historically, the
building housed the Universal Life Insurance Company, a McKissack and McKissack
satellite office, the local NAACP branch, and a public cafeteria. Honoring its legacy as a
dynamic center of community, the newly opened building will provide space for city
offices, small businesses, and community activities.
Students Gibson and Hensley also contributed to the Soulsville USA driving and
walking tour that identifies eighteen sites in the Soulsville neighborhood, the
community immediately surrounding the Stax Museum in South Memphis that also
includes LeMoyne-Owen College, Royal Studios, and numerous significant church
congregations. The Soulsville Neighborhood Association is now working with MTSU
professor and Public History Ph.D. candidate Charlie Dahan (featured in our winter
newsletter) on a history exhibit that builds upon the new tour.
The Center was also proud to assist the Orange Mound community in setting up a
heritage room at Melrose High School that includes a history exhibit, several artifacts,
and collections of historic photos, all of which commemorate the neighborhood’s rich
education, religious, and sports history. The heritage room will be collaboratively
maintained by educators, community members, and high school students.—Savannah
Grandey, fieldwork coordinator.

Leaders
Future Leaders: CHP May 2018 Grads!
Congratulations to our recent graduates (clockwise from top left): Kate Hatfield, Ethan
Holden, Torren Gatson, and Victoria Hensley!

Upcoming
September 14—Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, "The Causes of
the Great Depression," in partnership with the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta,
Nashville Branch. Murfreesboro.
September 29—Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, "Examining
Tennessee’s Story: Resources and Strategies for Social Studies Teachers," in
partnership with the East Tennessee Historical Society. Dunbar-Carver Museum,
Brownsville.
October 18-21—“2018 MESDA (Museum of Early Southern Decorative Arts)
Conference: Middle Tennessee.” Franklin and Nashville.
October 24-27—“Slavery, Resistance and Community: The 5th Annual Slave Dwelling
Project Conference.” MTSU, Murfreesboro.
November 2—Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, "Beginnings of a
Movement," in partnership with the East Tennessee Historical Society. Green McAdoo
Cultural Center, Clinton.
November 10—Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, "World War II," in
partnership with the Albert Gore, Sr., Research Center. MTSU, Murfreesboro.
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