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INTRODICTION

Liberty Hill is thedst remaining house frortine now nonexistentColoniattown of
Jefferson, TNTheremainingproperty containsa Federal style homéwo intact slave davellings
and remnants ofin additional outbuildingThe home is arail of Tears withess structurét
served aghe ste of aCivil Warskirmish duringVheeleN2aid amdlikely a provisionalhospital
and Confederateheadquarters The site bore witness to thReconstructiorEra murder oa
free black manAlthough the home has undenialbdgynificant historical value to Rutherford
County and the State of Tenness#®e home and property are in immediate danger from the
threat of disrepair, the elementsand developmentLiberty Hil] asoriginally named byite
Weakley familyhas also been referred to as themestead of B.S. KingphnsKing homeor

the KingJohns home.

METHODOLOGY

This report is a culmination ofiy research on Jefferson, utilization of the primary
source documents available in the Rutherford County Register of Deeds office, Rutherford
County Archives, Albert Gore Research Center, Tennessee State Library and Archives, oral
history interviews with JéérsorQ & T e3idersNand secondary writings about Jefferson,
Native American history, and Liberty Hilvould also like to thank Dr. Carroll Van West, John

Lodl,Barry Lamb, and the Rutherford County Historical society for their valuable input.



LOCATION
Liberty Hill is located at 831 Old Jefferson Pike, Smyrna, Tennessee 8d%6%o the
intersection of Jefferson Pike and Old Jefferson Pike in Sniyistarically the homestead was
a mile away from where the Jeffen town square stood from 1803 until its destruction in the

1960s The geographic coordinates of the main house35859'38.5"'N 86°28'40.4"W

AERIAL VIEW

Figurel Estimatedtotal boundaries of original propertyfrom descriptions of early deeds utilizing Jefferson Pike (Now Old
Jefferson Pike), Sharp Springs road, and the East Fork of the Stones River as boundaries of the property. Google maps screen
shot.



Figure2 Aerial view showing fstoric buildings outlined The largesbutlined shapeis the main house, the twabove (north)
it were slave dwellings, and a cellar/spring house that has now collapsdd the northwest of the main houseGoogle maps
image. The image is dated, housevenow been constructed around the home.



Figure3 Rough boundaries on aerial view of remaining propertsom Google maps screen shot. Notably this satellite image
is old. There are now houssbuilt up surrounding the property.
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Figure4 Plat Cabinet 30, Page 168Bowing the development to the northwest of the home, a similar one is to the southeast.
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Figure5 Plat Cabinet 30, Page 163 detail shot. Location of Historic home is marked as

"Reserved For Future Development Remaining Property of A.F. Johns'et al
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now Rutherford County.

PROPERTY HISTORY

Precoloniallnhabitants
Prior to colonization, the land upon which the house was construaigsl inhabited by
the Chckamauga Cherokee and ceded to white settlers as part 01788 Treaty of Hopewell.
Notable indigenous figure Black Fox (also referred tBrasa,Inali, Endi, or Inyali)was the
t NAYOALI f / KAST 2F GKS 2 NA 3whpresideda sh&thi@anc®S b I G A
away and eventually led a band of Cherokee to relocate, though si@seendantstill reside
in the area. The Cherokee and Creek continued living in the area as evidenueddpaper

A

NBLIZ2NIa 2F asSddtsSNnNna FyR / KSNR1SS Oz2yFtAadiao

labl aK@AT t S TarksedeiGazatie, Nashylle, iehriessee, August 18, 1802. Report stating that
over the past two weeks inhabitants along the Stones River had horses stolen three timgasatitenbelieved
to be done by Cherokee or Creek individuals.



Colonial Period
Decemberl2, 1801 Robert Weakley and Thomas Bedford were named as the assignees
of a land grant consisting of 3,840 acres for their service during the RevolutionadByar.
1802 there were enough settlers living in the area that they petitiothedstate governmat to
form a new county. In 1803, Robert Weakley and Thomas Bedford founded the town of
Jefferson, which served as the county seat of the newiynéal RutherfordCountyfrom 1805
until 1811 when Murfreesboro became the more logical and accessible choice with the addition
of the railroad.
Jefferson was situated between the forks of the Stones Riveated in the Central
Basin Provice and saatop a limestone geological substrat Limestone rock is easidyssolved
by rain water that hasnixed with carbon dioxide in the aiesulting inthe ¥ I N@pdgtaphy
visible in the Mddle Tennessee aredheterrain found in karst areas consssif sinkholes
sinking streamscaves andsprings® This caused frequerlooding, richfarmland swampy
terrain, and eventually contributed to the destruction or removal of every building in Jefferson
with the exception of one.
JXfferson founder Robert Weakldyuilt Liberty Hillc. 18®* with the utilization of slave
labor. The home is a prime example of the Southern Colonial style of building h@mesnain
home was originally a twetory log cabin with a central entrance and two rooms on both
floors. According to tax records for 1809, Rob¥reakley is listed as owning four properties,

4,394 acres, and two slaveBhe 1813 record shows the land, but not the enslaved individuals.

2North Carolina Lan@rant 3390 to Robert Weakley and Thomas Bedford. Land Grants, North Carolina, Roll
22, Book 11, p. 190. Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville, Tennessee.

SaYIF NEG DS2ft2383>¢ DNBSysl e tIGK AYyF2NYI (Rergation aA 3yl IS
Department.

4 Some documents suggest the construction date as early asdré@late as 1807



When Robert Weakley died in 18485 slaves were passed as a part of his\val. 1860 there
were 11 slave dwellings listed as part of the property of the Weakley family, though there is no
clarification which properties they resided 6n.

WSTFSNER2Y S y296 NBFSNNBR (2 [ aresotcar® WS TTFSNA
town abou a mile and a half down stream, are often used interchangeawgn by the former
residents® Despite being lost in public memory, Jefferson had a fair deal of historical
importance?

Rather than growing up organically, the town was planned and divitedL50
residential lots and a public square, which included a courthouse, jail, stocks, and a whipping
post. Within a few years, the settlers of Jefferson also built a school, chaiichnd general
store. The school was significahtilt under provisions for public schools in the Act of 1806, it
was the first pubc school in Rutherford Coungnd possibly théirst one as part of the act in
the state of Tennesse¥.The small community was insular and eventually widened to include
outlying farms, like Liberty Hill.

Liberty Hill was a working farm ranging from sixty acres to over one hundred thirty acres

z

Fd RAFFSNBYy:OG GAYSad 'y mMyTty YIFL 2F wdzi KSNF 2 NR

5 Rutherford County Taxable Property 1809, Rutherford County Archives, Murfreesboro, Tennessee.

Rutherford County Taxable Property 1813, Rutherféadinty Archives, Murfreesboro, Tennessee.

8 District 6, 1860 Slave Census, by N.W. Carter, Rutherford County Archives, Murfreesboro, Tennessee.

7 Jefferson Springs was originally called Sulpher Springs or Sulphur Springs; both spellings are present in old
photographs, letters, and material culture.

8 This also holds true in the oral history interviews of residents from the area. More often than not, Jefferson
Springs is folded into Jefferson, rather than the reverse. However, residents do defindanditien speaking
about an adjacent community, Hickory Grove, which was a predominantly African American community.

® Darby Campbell, Lost to the Lake: The Promises of the TVA, the Percy Priest Dam project, and the
displacement of the people of Jeffersohennessee, 2018.

w2 w2S /IFNLSYGISNE a¢SyySaasSSQa CANBRG al22NJ[FYyR [ &Y
http://www.tngenweb.org/law/tnland-1.htm (accessed April 13, 2018).

10



NBE SRS NJ 2 #! Taxkegods ffoin # DSPGB £orroborate that livestock was the main

industry conducted at the sit&.
hNAIAYlLffe& IAPGSY GKS yI YS adldditbeSddasKingl A f f = ¢

home or the Kinglohns home referrintp the family that has held the property for thmajority
of time since before the Civil & and continuously since early 1900s. Today the property rests
Ay GKS KIFyR&a 27F a[ A0 SNI & owned by the Johkdifgirdthaihas | RS O
built many of the surrounding homes in the areaonwhdt & 2 NAIAY | f £ & (GKS LINE
farmland. At present, these developments have surrounded the property on each side, creating
a small historic island in a body of suburbs. Liberty Hill is about a mile away from where the

Jefferson town sqare once residedral an equal distance to the Davis plantation.

African American History

There are two slave dwellings on the remaining property of Liberty Hill. Deeds from the
mid-1800s detail the sale, purchase, and loan of enslaved people by the Johns family. Among
them are &25yearoldg 2 Yl Y Yy I YSR t I G&a@ |YyR aKSXDd ONBRRE VI Y
Eliza Rebecca and hemonth old child,a 23 or24yearoldg 2 Yy Yy I YSR Clyye | yF
adzO1 Ay 3 AaAdalsiyigied OK& f RIZESR W2NREFYy 2F O2LIISNI O2f
SAIKG &SI NE ¢ thesfatniids yhat owin&d$his Niopily ensl8vedalmost 50

individuals at a timé3

1D.G. Beers & Co, D. G Beers, J Lanagan, and Worley & Bracher. Map of Ru@warnfiy, Tenn.: from
actual surveys. Philadelphia: D.G. Beers & Co, 1878. Map. https://www.loc.gov/item/2012586255/.

121850 Rutherford County Census, 1880 United States Federal Census, Rutherford County Archives.

B Deed Book (hereafter DB) 7, page (heteaP)382, DB 8 P147, DB 9 P422, Rutherford County Register of
58SR&> adiNFNBS&62NRs ¢SyySaassSeo ¢KS gl & a9ftAll wSoS00!
(likely) or possibly the name of mother and chil850 Slave Census, Jefferson Dist&eptember 20, 1850, by

11
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Jefferson, which is an indication lkedw prevalent slavery had been in the area.
Hickory Grove was an African American commuthif grew up adjacent to Jefferson, the
community center was the Hickory Grove Missionary Baptist Church, which relocated about a
mile away after the communities were displaced by the TVA. This community would have likely
been the home of many of the emsled workers after the Civil War.

' Yy20KSNI AYLRNIFYyd FFHOSG 2F GKS K2YSaQ ! FNA
black man duringhe ReconstructionEra According tdhistorianMary B. Hughes, Joseph F.
Johns fled to Texas after a freedman was stidthe exact date is not certain, but many
accounts have recorded the incidentaurred at some point shortly after the Civil Wat
which point Ben S. King purchased the homesteadidst date given is 1863, unfortunately
due to the destruction oRutherford Countyecords in Murfreesboro during the Civil War,
there is no way to corroborate that account. Joseph F. Johns was on record showing a sale of
eighty-four acres and twelve ales in October of 1872. | believe that is the likely year the

murder occurredThis is not the only piece of racially charged history the home was witness to.

Trail of Tears
Ly FfEY2ad SYGANBfe 20SNI221SR LRinlisioay 2F W
as a portion of the Northern Route of the Trail of Te&fter decades of conflict and several

broken treaties, the Indian Removal Act of 1830 pasBedling the last week of Octobend

R.H. Mason, Rutherford County Archives, Murfreesboro, Tennessee. Elizabeth Weakley is listed as owner of 49
slaves, 30 males and 19 females ranging from 2 to 85 years of age.

¥ Hughes, Mary BHearthstones: The Story of HistdRatherford County HomgMlidsouth Publishing Co.
Inc., 1942. All accounts of this event are written in passive language, but the inference is that Johns shot the man
and successfully fled repercussions by moving to another state.

12



the first week of November 138 a group split into two etkachments at Woodbury and one of

those groupsvent to the rorth along the Stones River and passed through Jefferson. According

to Nancy DeGennard, 5 dzZNA Yy 3 GKS gAY GISNI 2F myoys | RSO OK
[ AOSNI & | Aff ®¢ tog&Ktr@ughaMNikedsbofd td thedssouthltblit ¢ tpliSdad

made that path more costly so they traveled through Jefferson insteatie Cherokee would

have passed along thedtion of road that formed theaithwest boundary of Liberty Hill. If

they had looke up the hill, they would have seen a grand statement house complete with

carriage lane, gardens, and slave cabins. The harméno doubt the family, would have stood

witness to the column marched across the original view shed.

Figure7 Trail of Tears detachment route through Jefferson. Screen capture of Google maps aerial Yalow dot
NBLINSaSyida aaasS 2F [Ao0SNIe | AffQa K2YSo

BhlyOe 5SS DSZFYBNPS @YRNYYRIAIKKAVSNIROAWRBKYE ¢SyySaasSs
Daily News JournaRpril 23, 2018. https://www.dnj.com/story/news/2018/04/23/biketron-mike-sparksliberty-
hill-johnsking-home-cherokeetrail-tears-civilwar/528260002/ (accessed April 24, 2018). One of the few mentions
was a recent article in thBaily News Journalrgquing for the preservation of one of the few surviving historic
homes in the area. In my interview with Toby Francis, he talks about race relations and how some of the Native
' YSNAOFIyasz Yzadte ¢g2YSy 2NJ &2dz/3 3 ANAd&hldrea tha EainédS KA y R€
in the area. He uses his own family tree as an example.

13



Trail Of Tears Route as it splits into two
trails in Eastern Rutherford County TN
at Woodbury, TN

Figure9 Historic Photograph, Colorized "Tollgate, Nashville Pike, near Forts, Murfreesboro, Tamail'of Tears Tennessge
National Park Service.
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Civil War

At the end ofDecember of 1862, Liberty Hill was the site of a skirmish as a part of what ieddfens

2 KSSf SNDa wlkAR® W2AaSLIK 2KSStSNDNna F2NOSa € STa adaNF
before taking a circuitous route back to Murfreesboro. Several supply trains were burned or captured in

'y dzLdsF NRa 2F | YAf@gel2y R2t€FNBEQ $2NIK 2F REYI

\

c,
0,”6

soodlettsville / Kaundersville

I W— Henderson_
5 Miles "

“p laq

MLF
N ¥
H
E 33
3§

. "

Stones River Campaign
December 29-31, 1862
—
Railroads Raid
April 10-11, 1863

; >y
. . .~
: #*"Stewartsburg ',(
/ peris\RO0. = : 3
old 15 i’ - e

i *Mechanicsville\ %, Sta.
\ i i 0.
Lane's
-..._,._.‘.5.“'" Bole Jack's Roag
. Petebarg e s \
) Triune L™ oo B Nfurfreesboro
: Lizzard's” h

Figure10 Edward LongacreA Soldier to the Last: Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler in Blue and Gfaly 1st ed, University of
Nebraska Press, 2007, page 76. Red dot indicates Jefferson.

16 Edward Longacréd Soldier to the Last: Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler in Blue and\@tagst ed University
of Nebraska Press, 2007y (2 Rl @ Q& 2023 BB1Zingosds.i Aa b
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Edward Longacre provides the best accocornpiledfrom the diaries and letters of Confederate

soldiers:

G2 KSSf SNDa GNR2LISNE 6SNBE GANBRI ¢Sz FyR O2f

hard work was in the offing. Close to midnight on DecembeBR9Bragg ordered the
cavalry to pass aroundhé Union left by a circuitous route. The objective was to

overtake and waylay supply trains traveling between Nashville and the rear of the Army
of the Cumberland. A heavy blow to his communications might distract and discomfit
Rosecrans at a critical tim&cilitating the attack Bragg planned to launch against his

right flank. Wheeler was instructed to conduct the mission with the four regiments and

Gg2 olGdlrtA2ya 2F KAA 26y ONRIFRS L) dza 2 A33AA

Tennessee Cavalnyhich had not served under Wheeler since the Bolivar expedition,
was a late addition to the strike force. Wheeler started out in the sodden murk of early
Y2NYAYy3IT GNRGGAY3T y2NIOK Ff2y3 GKS GdzZN)YLIATS

~ A

officerinthey 6 K / 2y FS

¢
w»

A

ax

O2YNI RS NARAY3I (i KAA
WSTTFSNAR2Y S GKAOK 2KSStSNNa ao2dzia NBLIZ2NISR
ordered tocut communications, not fight a pitched battle, and so he detoured around

the town along a country trail south of the turnpike. A few minutes of travel brought the

SN}YGSs WrYyR GKS RINJySaa az

l.fl

®Q . & RIgfAIKGZT y2

l.:.l

KSIR 2F KAa tAYyS (2 I F2NR YySINIbSItQa araffs:

Stanes River. On the far side, the column veered north until it again approached the
[now Jefferson Pike] turnpike, along which the scouts sighted a supply train, sixty or so

wagons long, defending in front, attacking in rear moving toward Jefferson from the

16
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gSatid ¢KS GNYXYAYy ¢l a fdza3aAy3a GK ol 3313sS FyR
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wagons, setting fire to many and disabling others by shooting down their teams or

capturing their drivers. A few escapees rushed word of the attack to Starkweather at

Jefferson, who promptly ordered two of his outfits, the 21st Wisconsin and 79th

Pennsylvai 3 (G2 RNA OGS 2FF GKS NIARSNE® LyaidSrkRx i
dismounted riflemen. And when Starkweather sent a picked force of fifty men to take

GKS NIARSNE Ay TFflylzZ 2KSSftSNRa aodz2dzia RSGSC
backinKl aGS> GKS Ffly{Ay3a LI NIe& 22AySR (G(KS NBaC
dzLJ I fAYyS 2F g2NJ a 2LI2aArAdS 2KSSt SNDa FTNRyGd
wellLJt F OSR aKSffta FTNRY 2A33AyaQa 3Jdzyak 2 KSSEt SN
was done the four-hour fight had cost Starkweather twenty wagons and between fifty

and ninety of his men, taken prisorsgestimates othe total number vary widely ¥

Some storie have the Confederate Soldiers lying in wait inside the house andhgushi

the Federal Soldiers as they approached the home, but as the above account states, it was

much more likely that the Confederate Cavalry only caught up with the supply train and raiding

party in front of Liberty Hill (the home is in sight of the turnpaeenoted and would have been

the only one for a distance].he family left the bullet holes from musket fire during the conflict

17 Edward GLongacreA Soldier to the LasMaj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler in Blue and Gvay. 1st ed

University of Nebraska Press, 2007. Notable that Longacre attributes the mud, not Wheeler stopped the wagons,
but they were captured, nonetheless.

17



as marks of the homes histo#y.Following the skirmish, the Confederate troops would have
used the home as provisionalheadquarters and hospital to treat thmjured soldiers from
both sides of the conflict. The home may have receiwedndedConfederate soldierafter the
B-dGtS 2F adi2NFNBSao2NR aSyd (GKS tSaa ONRGAOL
take any but theseriously wounded?
The Twentieth Century
In the early 1900ghe resortcamp town of Jefferson Springs drew tourists and those
seeking recreatio in the sulfur water that was then believed to have medicinal propeffies.
Jefferson Springs was also rumored to be a stop for Chicago mobsters during the Prohibition
era?! Eventually the springs dried up and the popular dance hall (and likely spe&jekssed
its doors, eventually burning dowfi During World War Il, the U.S. Army practiced maneuvers
in the Jefferson areamostly in outlying fields of theearby farms like and possibly including
Liberty HillP4
¢tKS 2y 0O0S F2NldzAiG2dza LX | OSYSyd 2y GKS NAR GOSN
G226y A& ¢KIG S@Syddz tte tSR G2 Ada RSadNHzOGA 2

records, Congress authorized Stewarts Ferry Reservoir in 1946 ag freatFdood Control Act.

18 Hughes, Mary B., Hearthstones: The Story of Historic Rutherford County Homes, Midsouth Publishing Co.
Inc., 1942.

19 Kate CummingA Journal of Hospital Life in the Confederate Army of Tennessee: From the Battle of Shiloh to
the End of the War: with Sketches of Life and Character, and Brief Notices of Current Events During That Period,
Louisville, KY: JohnMorton & Co., [c1866]

20 Rutherford Country Archives Jefferson file. Weeks, Teteart of Tennessee: The Story & Images Of Historic
Rutherford CountyRutherford County, Tenn.: Courier Printing Company, Inc., 1992.

21 Ruth Dunn, interview by Louis Kyriakoudes.

22 Rutherford County newspapers from this time show that moonshining and bootlegging was very common in
the area, as do the several of the oral history interviews.

2 Fires were extremely common in the oral hisewiinterviews and evidence suggest that buildings burned
down frequently in the area.

24Woody McMillin,In the Presence of Soldiers: The 2nd Army Maneuvers & Other World War 11 Activity in
TennesseeNashville, Tenn.: Horton Heights Press, 2010.
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In 1958, the Tennessee legislature changed the name to J. Percy Priest Dam and Lake in honor
of the late Congressman J. Percy Priest. The project was conducted under the purview of the
TVA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers hndtilt maintains the danake, and recreation
area Construction began in 1963, and the dam was completed in 1967 creating Percy Priest
Lake?®Ly GKS wmdopcnQasz Y243 S @S NBnotheztoht®pgiay ¢ a R
home, the Lenoir House wia Y 2 @S R LINA 2 Ngructbn anSisnevBilNiezefitayda R S
Smyrnaliberty Hill is the only remaining historic home that was a part of Jefferson.

In 2009, theMurfreesboroPosy  YSR (KS K2YS 2yS 2F dawdzi KSNJ
9 Y RI y 3 S NBkBwisg, n2@ 4 theéTennessee Preservation Trust named it as one of the
G¢Sy Ay ¢Syyésx | fAald 2F GKS TedhytheBoyn®@ Y2303 SYyR
history can be read in the street signs oétburrounding community. Names of the Johns and

King family, remnants of Jefferson and individuals who lived there, frequently appear. The

YIEYS 2F GKS adzoRAGAAAZ2Y OdzZNNByGte Sy3IdzZ FAy3d A

HOUSBDESCRIPTION

Main House

The Liberty Hill main houss a twostory cedarlog and frame dwelling with an asphalt
shingle gable roof that rests on a combination concrete block and stone piers and continuous
concrete and brick foundatiahe original floors were wide knotty pine and the original roof

was cedar shingle?.

25This setion includes excerpts from Darby Campbélipst to the Lake: The Promises of the TVA, the Percy
Priest Dam project, and the displacement of the people of Jefferson, Tenne2648,

26 Hughes, Mary BHearthstones: The Story of Historic Rutherford Gottatmes Midsouth Publishing Co.
Inc., 1942.
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Figure 11 Front Entrance, Southwest exposure , outbuildings visible in relation to the home

Figure 12 Eastern
corner foundation,
stone, cement, and
metal
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Figure 13 Foundation, Northeast side

From a preliminary exterior
assessment, the east end and west enc
of the dwelling consists of twetory,

half-dovetailed notched log sections,

which were later extended by way of a
frame central section into a centrahll, Figure 14 Exposed half-dovetailed notched logs.
Photograph from prior study.

(likely cedar or pineglapboardencased

dwelling.
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The result of the center twgtory

addition was to create a typical Middl
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Tennessee interpretation of Federal
style that has a central entrance with
sidelightsflanked by two symmetrical
bays. Two chimneys bookend the

house as well, contributing to this

style. . ‘-“!-
9!
Figure 15 Front door sidelight w indow
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Figure 16 Chimneys on northwest (left) and southeast (right) sides of the house
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The dwelling had a historieving on the west end of the north elevatioas indicated
in a c. 1891 photograph of the house. That t8tory wing was removed c. 2010. A tstory,
four-post classical portico was added to the dwelling c. 18®@roximately two acres of the

original plantation exist today

Figure 17 Northwest side with visible hewing marks on cedar logs
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