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INTRODUCTION
Interest in the restoration of the historic Crawford school and church building began with
the Broadway family of Decaturville in the spring of 2018. In summer 2018, Tennessee
State Representative Steve McDaniel (District 72) contacted Dr. Carroll Van West on
behalf of his constituents in Decatur County who needed assistance with the restoration
of the historic Crawford Church/School building in Decaturville. In August of the same
year, Dr. West and Savannah Grandey met with the Crawford Restoration Committee,
local officials, and Rep. McDaniel at the building, located on Shavers Road. The CHP
team assessed and photographed the building.
Some of the community members present, including Denny Broadway, recalled church
activities at the building and community events associated with the building. After
discussing goals and opportunities, Dr. West envisioned a Heritage Development Plan
that would help the community members and local officials move forward on restoration
and ensure that this historic property survives as a heritage asset for generations to
come.

Figure 1. Assessing Crawford building in August 2018. Left to right, Rep. Steve McDaniel, Betty Maness,
Joanie and Harper Gant, Dr. West, Denny Broadway, and Kathy Broadway
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LOCATION

1
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Figures 2-3. Decatur County – Parcel 082 039.00
The Crawford Church, (35.5150727, -88.1886471), is located on Shavers Road in Decatur County,
Tennessee.

HISTORIC OVERVIEW
Originally the western portion of Perry County, Tennessee, Decatur County was
established when Samuel Brasher and approximately 200 citizens became dissatisfied
with the distance they had to travel to reach the county seat of Perryville. In 1845, the
citizens signed a petition to use the Tennessee River, which they would no longer need
to cross for reasons of local government, as a dividing line for a new county;
Decaturville would then serve as the county seat for Decatur County.3
Similar to typical settlement patterns in the region, Decatur County residents quickly
founded churches, most of which were Presbyterian, Baptist, or Methodist, and served
as social and educational centers in addition to their religious function.4 As expected,
the Crawford Church follows this model and is therefore referred to not only as a
church, but also as Crawford School, and the Crawford Community Center. It should be
noted that in this document, any of those names denotes the same building.
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Fires, rumored to be cases of arson, destroyed county records in Decaturville’s first
courthouse on July 3, 1869, as well as in the town’s second courthouse in 1927.5 For
those reasons, the history of Crawford Church, especially prior to 1927, is difficult to
trace. However, its location adjacent to Crawford Cemetery, sometimes referred to as
Brasher Cemetery despite there being no headstones with that surname, point to a late
19th century or early 20th century establishment for the church. Members of the Currin
and Gathings families are buried at Crawford Cemetery dating back to the 1880s, and
one, John Gathings, dating to 1838.6 Local historian Lillye Younger’s documentation of
Decatur County churches predates the establishment of the county in 1845 but does not
include Crawford Church.7 Based on the patterns of documented churches, Crawford
Church more than likely also functioned as a schoolhouse prior to its reference in the
1927 Decatur County School Board records.
Like most rural communities in Tennessee, Decatur County’s first schools were oneteacher academies that operated on a schedule dictated by agricultural harvests. The
Academy of Perryville, built in 1821, and Mt. Tabor School, were both built of logs and
among the first schools in the area.8 Throughout the rest of the 19th and early 20th
centuries, almost half of Decatur County’s fifty-three one-room schools functioned as
multi-use buildings for churches and Masonic organizations. 9 From 1945-1950, the
Decatur County Board of Education consolidated most of these rural schools with the
county’s two high schools located in Decaturville and Parsons.10 African-American
students attended one of seven “colored schools,” including the Decatur County
Training School, a Rosenwald school established in 1926 after the consolidation of four
colored schools in the county.11
Another series of consolidations occurred in 1965 when Decatur County Schools were
desegregated, at which time many county high school students were sent to Riverside
High School.12 In addition to the aforementioned racial and political changes of the
1960s, migration to cities during the 1940s and 1950s among those searching for better
employment and educational opportunities led to lowered enrollment in rural schools.
This shift in population and enrollment intensified once school bus routes were
established to further access of city schools for rural children.13 By 1975, only five
5
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schools remained in Decatur County: two elementary schools, two high schools, and
Scotts Hill School, which served students from both Decatur County and neighboring
Henderson County. Currently, in 2018, roughly 1,600 students attend the following
schools: the Decatur County Learning Center, a preschool located in the former
Parsons Junior High School building; Parsons and Decaturville Elementary Schools,
built in 1956 and 1957 respectively; Decaturville Middle School, which opened in 2000;
and Decaturville High School.14
The known history of Crawford School follows a pattern of establishment and
consolidation similar to other Decatur County institutions. The one-room schoolhouse
was most likely built between 1900 and 1910 and served the area’s children until its
consolidation with Scotts Hill School on November 7, 1949. Crawford was only one of
several schools consolidated that day: the students attending Unity School were sent to
Baptist School, and Maney and Old Center Schools were consolidated at Decaturville
School.15
Typically, one teacher was employed at Crawford School, but occasionally student
enrollment merited having another teacher on staff. Some of the teachers who served at
Crawford include:
Louis Welch (1927, 1928), J.W. Dunavant (1929), Luther Jones (1930-1931), Flynn
Pickens (1932), Neva Smith (1933), Walter Dunavant (1934), Earle Brasher and Charlie
Welch (1934), Mattie Brasher (1935-1936), J.A Tucker and Chas. Welch (1936-1937),
J.A Tucker and Clyde Brown (1937-1939), Curtis Austin (1939-1941), C.N. Welch
(1943-1945), Lola Smith Vilner, “Resigned” (1946), and J. R. Lancaster (1946-1949). 16
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Decatur County Schools, “Schools” https://sites.google.com/view/decaturcountyschoolsorg/schools.
15
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Figure 4. Teacher Curtis Austin (middle), Cook Ide Britt (back), and school children at Crawford School
circa 1942. Photo provided by Geary Maness, courtesy of Betty Butler Maness.
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Figure 5. Teacher Curtis Austin (right) with school children at Crawford School circa 1942.
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Crawford School, ca. 1942,
http://www.tnyesterday.com/schools/decatur/crawford_school.html.
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Many of the teachers assigned to Crawford School were previously or later assigned to
other schools within the county. Though reasons for the incredible amount of teacher
turnover are not apparent, School Board records prove this was a countywide
phenomenon, and not specific to Crawford School alone. However, despite frequent
changes in teacher placement, controversy surrounding some school consolidations,
and county superintendents who typically did not serve more than four years, the
Decatur County School System remained opened for students each year. One notable
exception to the trend of superintendents having a short tenure was Guy Kennedy who
served from 1948-1960, thereby overseeing much of the consolidation processes.18
School Board records from the late 1920s through the World War II era show that
Decatur County played an active role in the forward progression of its schools. Meeting
minutes denote appropriations set aside specifically for Crawford School, such as
monies in 1934 for the repair of a well that would allow students a more convenient
method of gathering drinking water.19 Prior to the 1935-1936 school year Crawford
students used a bucket to collect spring water and used a common dipper rather than
individual drinking glasses until 1939. Also, during the 1939-1940 school year, two
privies were built, probably by WPA work crews, on the northeast side of the
schoolhouse, one of which is still extant. 20
Continuing the pattern of making schools more comfortable places to learn, the Decatur
County School Board issued new requirements for schools to provide hot lunches to
their students in 1936:
“Be it resolved by the county board of education, for Decatur county … on this 9th day of
January/1936, that all teachers, now teaching in the public schools of said county, be
required to sponser [sic] a hot lunch project in their respective school, at the earliest
possible moment …”21
The hot lunch program was to be carried out through the Works Progress
Administration, known as the Works Projects Administration (WPA) after 1939. As part
of Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal, the WPA “employed nationally over eight million
workers” from 1935-1943 and greatly benefited the state of Tennessee through
sponsoring the repair and construction of public buildings and infrastructure. 22 In rural
areas, its hot lunch program was especially popular since, according to White County
school superintendent Quill E. Cope, it often served as “the only real meal that the child
[got] during the day.”23
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In order to provide hot lunches to students, the WPA required schools be equipped with
kitchens. So on August 22, 1940, the Decatur County Board of Education approved
“patrons of Crawford School…to dispose of timber on school grounds for the purpose of
erecting [a] kitchen for [the] hot lunch [program.]” The Board agreed to provide funding
for the new kitchen’s roof.24 The school’s financial records for the 1940-1941 school
year indicate a $16.35 surplus of funds after Crawford School expended $57.80 on
“Lumber,” $11.83 on “School,” and $6.90 on “Hot Lunch.”25 The program at Crawford
and other local schools was sustained by Decatur County’s School Lunch, Garden, and
Food Preservation Project. Sponsored by the WPA, local land was then leased to grow
vegetables and fruits that were canned and distributed to the participating schools.
From 1941-1942, 31,343 lunches were provided at Crawford and twenty-one other
Decatur County schools.26

Figures 6-7. Exterior and interior of circa 1940 kitchen addition.

Teacher reports written by Delilah Dunavant, Charlie Welch, and J. R. Lancaster during
the 1940s show a school schedule that is typical of one-room schoolhouses of the
period. Most of Crawford’s “Study Plans” included a full day of learning from
approximately 8:15-3:30 with time allotted for subjects such as reading, geography,
spelling, arithmetic, and health. Each day students were also allowed a morning and
afternoon recess in addition to a thirty-minute lunch at noon.27 Games such as “‘Jack
Marble,’ ‘The Farmer in the Dell,’ ‘London Bridge is Falling Down,’ ‘Red Rover,’ ‘Go In
and Out the Windows,’ and ‘Crack the Whip’” were often played by children during
24
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breaks from their academic studies.28 Textbooks were the only reading material
provided for Crawford students until 1939 at which time the school started its own library
with just four books. Prior to collecting their own books, teachers at Crawford relied
heavily on the county’s traveling library which gave students access to 125 borrowed
books from 1942-1943.29
According to former students from the early 1940s, children were taught at Crawford
School until the seventh grade. Eighth graders and high school students attended
Decaturville High School. In addition to typical curriculum, students at Crawford were
introduced to music education and Baptist church revivals, some of which were led by
Brother Ernel Broadway and later, his grandson Brother Denny Broadway.30 Teachers
at early Decatur County schools often “combined the functions of Sunday School and
secular school… [and]… appl[ied] both multiplication tables and the hickory stick with
equal enthusiasm.”31
Local residents recall religious gatherings at Crawford Church in which shape-note
music was sung by congregants. Shape-note singing, one of the oldest documented
types of traditional American music, was especially popular in the South among AngloAmerican, Protestant groups. The musical notation received its name from the various
shaped notes that are associated with syllables such as fa, sol, and la. Shape-note
hymnals such as The Sacred Harp (1844), Harp of Columbia (1845), and The New Harp
of Columbia (1867) were widely used in the region and were most likely utilized by
Crawford’s congregation. 32
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Figure 8. “Sacred Harp ‘Rudiments’ from 1911 edition of the Original Sacred Harp.” Courtesy of Emory
33
University Pitts Theology Library.

Though not specifically stated in Decatur County School Board minutes related to
Crawford, after consolidation with Scotts Hill School in 1949, the Crawford School
property was most likely deeded to the church congregation as was the case with
several other consolidated county schools. Crawford’s denotation as a church on
highway maps from the 1960s and topographical maps from 1950 and 1986 signifies
that the building was mostly likely utilized by its Baptist congregation for decades after
Crawford School’s consolidation. Like the way consolidated schools often continued
being used as churches after children went elsewhere for educational purposes, rural
churches were often used as secular community centers if their congregations dissolved
or merged with larger congregations.

33

James B. Wallace, “Stormy Banks and Sweet Rivers: A Sacred Harp Geography,” Southern
Spaces, Emory University, June 4, 2007, https://southernspaces.org/2007/stormy-banks-andsweet-rivers-sacred-harp-geography.
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Figure 9. Crawford School site map, 1936. Courtesy of ESRI.

Figure 10. Crawford Church site map, 1950. Courtesy of ESRI. This map is post-school consolidation and
therefore denotes Crawford as a church instead of a school.
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Figure 11. Crawford Church site map, 1986. Courtesy of ESRI.

As recently as 2010, the Crawford Community Center was reportedly much more intact
with the chalkboard, piano, and pulpit still in place. The building was increasingly
vandalized on the interior beginning in 2011. In 2018, a local group seeking to honor the
memory of Rodney Clark Broadway, a Decatur County resident who passed away in
March 2018, contacted the Center for Historic Preservation to assist with the project.
Residents hope that after its restoration, Decaturville’s use of the building will also be
revived.

Figure 13. Crawford Community Center, Decaturville, Tennessee.
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PRESERVATION NEEDS OF THE BUILDING

Three “Golden Rules” of Preservation
•
•
•

Regular maintenance is the best insurance against costly repairs and
replacement.
Repair damaged historic features when possible, rather than replacing with new
materials or reproductions.
If replacement is the practical alternative, match the original as closely as
possible. Document the original and removal process, if possible.

The Crawford School/Church is in generally good condition, considering the fact that it
has not been in regular use for several years. Based upon the site visit with community
members in the fall of 2018, the Center recommends the following steps:
Foundation
The present foundation consists of piers composed of rocks and/or concrete blocks that
lay on bare earth. Erosion from the Crawford School Road also has accumulated at the
front entrance of the school, totally obscuring the foundation.

Figure 14. West and south elevation of building
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Figure 15. East and south elevation of building. Notice accumulation of earth along façade due to erosion

Figure 16. Tree stumps flank a foundation pier made of fieldstones on the east elevation

The piers should be replaced where needed with concrete blocks. The floor sags due
to the lack of appropriate support and needs to be buttressed and sills inspected and
replaced where necessary. The sills should be replaced by similarly-sized stock, ideally
using a decay-resistant material such as white oak or red cedar lumber.
The floor joists should also be inspected for deterioration and replaced if necessary,
again, with a decay-resistant wood, such as white oak or red cedar lumber.
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Figure 17. West elevation of the rear addition with concrete block foundation

Figure 18. Soil accumulation along façade of building

The kitchen wing has a continuous concrete block foundation.
Figure 18 is perhaps the best indication of how much dirt and debris have accumulated
at the front entrance. The issue of soil accumulation near the façade of the building
should be addressed while the floor sills and joists are being replaced/repaired. If the
erosion problem is not resolved, any new wooden components near the ground at the
front of the building will be susceptible to moisture retention, wood rot, and mold growth.
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Walls
The buildings original walls appear to have been vertical wooden boards, or batten.
Wooden clapboard covers the batten walls on the sides and rear of the building, while
processed wood siding (c.1965) covers the batten on the façade. Since the synthetic
siding on the façade is loose in sections, we recommend taking it off and covering the
façade with wooden clapboard that is similar to that on the rest of the building.
There are areas of the wooden clapboards on the sides and rear that have deteriorated.
We recommend restoring the clapboards, which was part of the WPA’s renovations of
the school c. 1940, and not returning to the original board and batten, which seems to
be in place over a considerable part of the exterior. The clapboard look of the
school/church has been the dominant look of the building for the last 75 years and
should remain so.

Figure 19. South east corner of building. Notice differences in siding materials.

17

Figure 20. Detail of building façade. Notice wood batten beneath the siding.

Peeling Paint
Remove any loose and flaking paint. This does not necessarily mean removing all
layers of paint. The National Park Service advises removing damaged paint down to the
first “sound,” or intact, layer you encounter. Removing these damaged layers of paint
allows visual inspection of the health of the wood underneath.
Note about paint removal:
§ It is often necessary to remove some amount of paint during a building
restoration to restore window function, locate the sources of deterioration,
assess the structural integrity of the underlying wood, and/or to repaint the
area.
§ Methods include mechanical stripping and hand-scraping tools designed to
mitigate damage to materials underneath, chemical stripping, and stripping
with applied heat. Each of these methods have advantages and
disadvantages and should be used with extreme caution no matter the
choice.
§ Keep in mind, most buildings painted after the late 1970s have lead paint. If
large amounts and areas of paint are to be stripped, contact the local health
department to check on removal and disposal requirements beforehand.
Repair or replace deteriorated wood parts. Look for signs of wood rot and decay.
Levels of wood intervention
There are generally three levels of intervention when dealing with slightly deteriorated to
completely failing historic woodwork: stabilization and conservation, repair, and
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replacement. When deciding which level of intervention is required, it is important to
balance the historical significance and visibility of the particular component with costeffectiveness and practicality, all of which vary with each property, owner(s), budget,
and intended use.
Of course, the most ideal scenario is the least invasive of three, stabilization and
conservation. The intent is to preserve the damaged material in such a way as to
stabilize and conserve it with small repairs without major loss of the original historic
material. Consolidants and epoxies are often appropriate to use for such repairs.
Note about consolidants and epoxies
Consolidants of different chemical compositions have been used over many decades
on wood that has superficial decay or damage and limited internal damage. Such wood
often has small cracks and fissures; the low viscosity character of a consolidant enables
it to fill these vulnerable areas and stabilize the wood as the liquid cures.
Consolidants are sometimes used before the application of epoxy. Epoxies, “fillers”
often made of resins and plastics, are used to fill large voids and more substantial loss
of material in a section of wood with the intent to stabilize it. Once cured, many epoxies
can be sanded and/or carved and painted over.
It should be noted the use of consolidants and epoxies is not reversible. However, when
applied correctly and in the appropriate circumstances, they enable property owners to
preserve as much original historic woodwork as possible by abating decay and
preserving the healthy wood.
More extensive damage may require a more involved repair. Such damage includes
deterioration along the length of the wood piece, accelerated deterioration at the ends
or anywhere the piece endures extra stress, or any other such deterioration that can
affect the proper function of the piece. Oftentimes, one can avoid total replacement by
reinforcing the wood at the location of the damage, so as to restore the strength and
function.
Such repairs can involve a combination of materials and mechanisms such as epoxy,
new wood, plastic, fiberglass, clamps, angle iron, etc. In Historic Preservation
Technology, Richard A. Young notes two common systems for this purpose: the WER
system and the BETA system. Both systems were developed to use epoxy and a
reinforcement material such as wood to prevent total replacement of historic materials.
Young notes:
“Both methods use epoxies in combination with fiberglass, plastic, or metal to make
rods that are then inserted into channels and holes that have been cut or bored into
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structurally weakened members. After insertion, additional epoxy is poured into the void
surrounding the rod and left to cure.”34
Wood splicing is another repair method that involves clearing away the most
deteriorated pieces of the wood and replacing it with another piece of wood made to
match the cleared-out area (think about it as a puzzle piece). The new piece of wood
can be attached by nailing, screwing, and/or using water-resistant resin adhesives,
depending on the visibility of the area and the desired finish.
Replacement is warranted when the deterioration of the wood and cost/practicality of
repair exceeds historic value. Especially when dealing with visible areas and key
defining decorative features, care should be taken to replicate the original element as
closely as possible. Keep in mind, replacement materials should be of similar strength
and durability as the original materials.

Figure 21. Peeling paint on wood clapboard on north (rear) elevation

Roof
A metal seam roof was installed c. 2000. We recommend that roof be replaced with a
similar metal seam roof with the plywood decking of the roof also replaced. Sheet metal
in the 5-V pattern would be an acceptable substitute because of its superior watershedding ability. Modern sheet metal fabricated in agricultural patterns is not
recommended.

34

Richard A. Young, Historic Preservation Technology (Hoboken, New Jersey: John Wiley &
Sons, Inc., 2008), 71.
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Figure 22. Southeast corner of building. Notice substantial damage to soffit, exposing roof framework to
elements and animals

The wooden soffits beneath the building’s eaves are rotted in places, allowing moisture,
debris, and animals to access the framework of the roof and the historic characteristics
inside the building such as the beaded board paneling. The wooden soffits should be
replaced to remedy this issue and protect the interior of the building.
Since the original beaded board ceiling remained in place (and should be carefully
restored as one of the building’s best architectural features), we could not inspect the
ceiling joists and rafters. These elements should be inspected carefully and replaced
with similar material if repair and/or replacement is necessary.
Interior paneling
The original wooden strip beaded floor to ceiling paneling is a strong architectural
feature of the interior. Much of the paneling is in good shape and can be repaired rather
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than replaced. If replacement must occur, the panels should be of similar width and
material to blend with the original material.
Any deteriorated paint should be removed, wood underneath inspected, and dealt with
accordingly, keeping in mind the paint principles mentioned on page 18.

Figure 23. Interior of building. Photographer facing south

Figure 24. Interior of building. Photographer facing north. Notice space on the right where chalkboard
formerly was.
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Interior flooring
Though the flooring will likely need to be temporarily removed to assess and replace
floor sills and joists, as seen in the images, the narrow board flooring of the interior is
largely intact. The material should be saved and reused. Sections damaged by moisture
or the lack of support from the foundation could be repaired or replaced with wood of
similar composition and look.

Figure 25. Threshold at front entry of the building. Notice deteriorated flooring and older layer of flooring
beneath.

Figure 26. Pews inside the building.
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Several historic pews remained in the building at the time of our visit. We recommend
that the ones either not damaged or that are repairable be moved to a safe location until
the restoration is complete. These pews will be useful in the future and are great
historical artifacts of the building’s dual history as a school and a church.
For similar reasons we recommend that the restoration keep the historic corner
cupboard documented in Figure 23. A simple piece, used for storage, also shows how
the community may do with the resources it had.
Doors
The original wood panel doors remain at the rear of the sanctuary/classroom. The
paneled doors should be preserved. They match the door shown in c. 1940 photos of
the school.
Photographic evidence and “ghost marks” on the interior walls indicate the façade
originally had two entrances. We recommend restoring the double entrance. Figure 4
provides a clear indication of what the replacement front doors should look like.

Figure 27. Image of front doorway from interior. Notice marks from the former double entry.

Windows
Enough of the historic double-hung window frames remain to indicate how the wooden
replacement windows should be constructed and how many glass panes were in each
window. We do not recommend metal replacement windows. If necessary, due to
financial restrictions, deal with the windows on a unit-by-unit basis.
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Once windows are replaced and repaired, they should be monitored during and after a
rainstorm to ensure water is not entering the building or pooling in places it should not
be. For example, ensure the exterior sill is leading water away from the window frame to
prevent pooling in the middle of the sill.

Figure 28. Kitchen addition. Photographer facing east. Notice knotty pine paneling on ceiling and walls

Kitchen addition
The WPA constructed kitchen wing is largely intact and should be retained as an
important historic element of the building. Few of these WPA kitchen rooms built for the
Hot Lunch Program remain intact and Crawford is lucky to be one of those. Three wall
surfaces are of knotty pine, popular for New Deal interiors by both the CCC and WPA.
One wall surface is board and batten—because this is the original exterior wall of the
school. All wall surfaces should be repaired and not covered with any other cladding.
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Figure 29. Image taken in kitchen addition. Notice wood batten that was once the original cladding on the
rear of the building.
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POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES
The Restoration Committee has taken and is taking excellent steps in fundraising for the
restoration of the Crawford building and securing a matching donor. Additional funding
options to consider pursuing are grants from state and regional organizations.
There are grants available for small- and medium-sized nonprofit organizations
interested in raising funds for projects, such as the restoration of the Crawford building.
It may be beneficial for the Committee wishing to restore and preserve the building to
discuss establishing themselves as a nonprofit, tax-exempt entity (meaning you have
applied for and received 501(c)(3) status from the Internal Revenue Service and taxexempt status from the state of Tennessee). While this is not necessary, it may help in
applying for and receiving grants. The Committee should also pursue partnering with
local government offices and the Southwest Tennessee Development District to apply
for, receive, and administer funds for the Crawford project.
Most grants are competitive, making a strong grant application necessary. You must
convince the granting institutions that your building is significant to the history of the city,
county, and/or region and can contribute to the well-being of all local residents. The
“Historic Overview” section of this report can be used to convey these ideas in a grant
application. Use the property’s history as a “selling point” in grant applications and
emphasize the Crawford Church/School building as a community asset that should be
preserved not only as an historic building but as a place where communities can come
together, interact, and learn from one another. Tailor each grant proposal to reflect the
nature of the specific grant; avoid sending the exact same proposal to every granting
institution.
Southwest Tennessee Development District (SWTDD)
The SWTDD is one of nine development districts in the state created to enhance local
economies, public infrastructure, and quality of life for all Tennesseans. The SWTDD
serves Decatur County along with Chester, Hardeman, Hardin, Haywood, Henderson,
McNairy, and Madison Counties.
The SWTDD is comprised of staff members with expertise in economic and community
development, regional planning, and grant-writing. The SWTDD also staffs a Regional
Planner/Historic Preservationist in its Economic and Community Development section,
Thomas Skehan, who may aid the Restoration Committee in identifying, writing, and
submitting applications for funds that can go toward the Crawford project.
http://www.swtdd.org
Thomas Skehan
Regional Planner/Historic Preservationist
Southwest Tennessee Development District
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102 E. College Street
Jackson, TN 38301
tskehan@swtdd.org
731-668-6429
Local Parks and Recreation Grants (LPRF)
Pursuing an LPRF grant would require a public-private partnership with the local
government. One example seen in some Tennessee communities is an arrangement
where the local government owns the building and leases it to the community group for
a nominal fee. This allows the property to benefit from funds that are limited to
“publically-owned” facilities.
The LPRF grant is available to local government for the purchase of recreational spaces
and facilities. While this particular option may not be useful for the Restoration
Committee, the LPRF grant can also be used (by a local government) for capital
projects. This grant requires a 50/50 match and is administered through the Southwest
Tennessee Development District.
For more information about this grant, contact:
Melissa Davis
Community Development Specialist
Southwest Tennessee Development District
102 E. College Street
Jackson, TN 38301
mdavis@swtdd.org
731-668-6471
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Rural Development
USDA Rural Development provides grant funding to develop “essential community
facilities in rural areas.” An “essential community facility” is defined as a facility that
provides an essential service to a local community in a rural area (rural area defined as
less than 20,000 residents).
Grants from USDA Rural Development can be pursued and administered through the
Southwest Tennessee Development District.
For more information about USDA Rural Development opportunities, contact:
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Arlisa Armstrong
Area Director
3007 Greystone Square
Jackson, TN 38305
731-668-2091
OR
Melissa Davis
Community Development Specialist
Southwest Tennessee Development District
102 E. College Street
Jackson, TN 38301
mdavis@swtdd.org
731-668-6471
Tennessee Historical Commission
The THC administers federal historic preservation funds in Tennessee. Priorities include
buildings that are listed on the National Register of Historic Places and have a public
use. While the Crawford School is not on the National Register, its potential future
public use could qualify it for funds. Information about the latest round of funds available
is found on the THC’s website under Federal Programs for the Tennessee Historical
Commission/Preservation Grants.
For more information, contact:
Tennessee Historical Commission
Clover Bottom Mansion
2941 Lebanon Rd.
Nashville, TN 37243
615-532-1550
https://www.tn.gov/environment/about-tdec/tennessee-historical-commission.html
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ADAPTIVE REUSE & PARTNERSHIP POSSIBILITIES
The Restoration Committee has taken excellent first steps in planning for the future use
of the building. During our site visit, community members expressed their desire to hold
local events at the building and possibly take advantage of heritage tourism
opportunities at the appropriate time. What follows are ideas for the use of the building,
based on discussions during the site visit.
Facilities Rentals: Once the building is restored, the Restoration Committee may
consider renting the building out for reunions, picnics, historical society meetings, etc.
Church gatherings: Holding singing events or other special services at the building
can help engage the larger community with the property and offer a unique experience
for attendees.
Engage local 4-H, Future Farmers of America, Boys and Girls Scouts groups:
Many times these groups are willing to do a community service or beautification projects
on local properties. Allowing these groups to use the building for events would also be a
fitting use.
Use the building to fundraise. Hold fundraisers at the building so people can see the
building for themselves. Many community groups wishing to restore an historic building
offer donors the opportunity to “sponsor” a certain part of the building. For example, the
Restoration Committee could find individuals or groups to fund the restoration of
individual windows.
Engage the Decatur County Historical Society. The Restoration Committee and the
DCHS can help each other meet common goals of preserving and promoting local
history. Could the Crawford building be included in the DCHS’s calendar or Christmas
ornament series? Forging reciprocal relationships with local partners is key to
sustainable success.
Host community history days: Invite locals to come see the building and share their
memories of the place with others. Betty Maness has already interviewed some
community members about the building’s past. Devoting a day to interviewing people at
the building can help broaden what we know about the property. Any information should
be recorded and given to the local library and placed in the local history section. This
will help preserve the building’s past by providing a place for future researchers and
community members to go learn from what is recorded about it.
Heritage/exhibit space: Devoting an area of the building for a small, simple exhibit
about the history of the area would convey the history and significance of the building
and provide a focal point for visitors when the building is open.
The historic Doe Creek Schoolhouse in Sardis, Henderson County, Tennessee, is an
excellent example of restoration and reuse of a rural, one-room schoolhouse. The
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building has an historical marker in front of it, a small, sustainable history exhibit inside,
and has become an asset to the community as a space to gather, appreciate local
history, and participate in the region’s heritage tourism themes.
Doe Creek is listed on Tennessee’s tourism website:
https://www.tnvacation.com/local/sardis-historic-doe-creek-schoolhouse

Figure 31. Image of Doe Creek School in Sardis, Henderson County, TN.

Figure 32. Interior of the Doe Creek Schoolhouse. Notice the movable exhibit panels in the background
and historic photos on the walls. These are easy and sustainable ways to make sure the building and
community’s story is told.
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