TOUR OVERVIEW

This tour was developed as a collaboration between the Center for Historic Preservation at Middle Tennessee State University and the
Crossroads Downtown Partnership of Morristown. It is designed in two parts: core sites of downtown Morristown, including a walking tour
of the central business district, comprising the first part, and a second part that takes travelers to other parts of Hamblen County along the
Andrew Johnson Highway corridor. Special thanks to the Rose Center for the Arts, which provided the historic images from the Noe Collection.

HISTORY OF MORRISTOWN

At one time, downtown Morristown looked much like any other Main Street in Tennessee, with department stores, dry goods stores, a bank,
and various offices. a few hundred yards to the west of the modern commercial core, the current downtown area once served as a watering
hole for nearby farms. Turkey Creek, which now runs under 148 W Main St, provided a locus around which a community formed in the mid-19th
century.
Turkey Creek’s significance derived in part from its proximity to the junction of two major transportation routes: the “Buffalo Trail,” which ran
north-south (now Cumberland Street), and the “Great Road” running east-west (now Main Street). Both roads long predated the settlement but
became central to its growth over the course of the 19th century.
The Buffalo Trail probably originated as an animal path leading to salt licks along the Clinch River, while
the Great Road, a stage road connecting Knoxville to Abingdon, Virginia, may have begun as a path
used by native peoples prior to colonization. An estimated 200,000 travelers used these two routes in
the latter part of the 18th century.
In the 1830s, the Morristown settlement had a post office, a store, a blacksmith shop, and a scattering
of log houses. By the end of the decade, a few local visionaries began working toward securing a
railroad line, a dream that finally came true with the
chartering of the East Tennessee & Virginia Railroad,
completed in 1858.
The completion of the railroad brought new hope for
prosperity to Morristown, which incorporated in 1855.
By 1860, the new town held around 500 residents
and served numerous travelers at the Virginia House
Hotel. As in many parts of the South, however, the
Civil War disrupted this early period in Morristown’s
growth. Situated as it was on three major transportation routes, Morristown had a connection
with external nearby markets that made it more dependent on the slave economy of
the deeper South than many neighboring rural areas, and many of its citizens supported
the Confederacy. Over the course of the conflict, both Union and Confederate generals
maintained headquarters in the town at different times and twice took to battle in the streets.

MORRISTOWN, TN
WALKING AND DRIVING TOURS

Virginia House Hotel

A few years after the war ended, Morristown, which had previously been divided between
Grainger County to the north and Jefferson County to the south, became the county seat of
the newly created Hamblen County, chartered in 1870. From that point, Morristown began
another period of rapid growth, and the sparse collection of commercial and residential
structures at the crossroads started filling in with new banks, merchants, and industries. The
town became an important wholesaling center by the turn of the century, supplying hardware
and other dry goods to the countryside while providing a market for the goods produced at
nearby farms.
As in other areas of the Upper South, industrialization grew rapidly in Morristown and
the surrounding area in the first few decades of the 20th century. With the coming of the
Tennessee Valley Authority in the 1930s, industrial growth defied Great Depression-era
economic struggles. By 1952, Morristown became the third-largest furniture manufacturer in
the South.
Between 1900 and 1940, Morristown grew from 3,000 to more than 8,000 inhabitants. Both industry and agriculture continued to be important
in the area, and the downtown core remained the commercial and business center of the county throughout the mid-century. In the 1960s,
however, the culmination of a devastating flood and the abandonment of the downtown shopping area in favor of new shopping strips and
indoor malls on the periphery of town began to suck the life out of Morristown’s once-vibrant downtown area. The city put together an
innovative strategy, building Morristown’s iconic SkyMart both to provide access to non-floodplain walking paths and to encourage businesses
to take fuller advantage of the buildings’ second stories.
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When completed in 1967, SkyMart appeared to be exactly the shot in the arm the city needed, but it could not combat the pull of new, climatecontrolled stores with convenient parking and modern amenities. Today, SkyMart provides locals and tourists alike with a sense of place and a
new reason to revisit Main Street, where local businesses flourish and the landscape tells a thousand stories.
To begin the walking tour, start on the northern side of West Main Street in front of the Millennium Square office building, looking across.

HAMBLEN COUNTY

Hamblen County is traversed by US Highway 11E, also known as Andrew Johnson Highway. This corridor connects a number of different sites of
historical significance, as it follows one of the major European-American migration routes into the area and passes through or near some of the
earliest settlements. From a starting point at Arrowhill and the southwestern end of the county, to the historic town of Whitesburg, follow the
Andrew Johnson Highway corridor to learn more about the history of Hamblen County’s early settlement sites.

MORRISTOWN-HAMBLEN COUNTY DRIVING TOUR
40 Arrowhill (c.1855), 6622 W. Andrew Johnson Highway, Talbott, Tennessee, available for private events

48 Morris Cemetery (c,1800), East Louise Avenue, just off Cumberland Street, open to public

41 Panther Springs, 5435 Old Stage Road, private

Return to South Cumberland Street. Turn right on East Main Street. Continue to 2002 Morningside Drive.

Arrowhill is a home built for U.S. Rep. Albert G. Watkins. Roughly a dozen enslaved people worked the farm. Watkins joined the
Confederate army, was later imprisoned for treason by Union authorities in Knoxville, and received a presidential pardon in October
1865. Wartime debts forced him to sell the farm, which deteriorated until banker and mill operator J.O. Witt purchased the property
for his wife in 1919. Renovations included installation of an electric generator and indoor plumbing. The home changed hands eight
times before prominent local author and civic leader Helen Topping-Miller and her husband, Roger Miller, purchased it in 1939. They
lived there until 1958 and called it Arrowhill.
The address listed will take you to the former stagecoach inn of the Panther Springs community. It is all that remains of several
buildings that were associated with this place. According to local memory, European American settlement first reached Panther
Springs as early as 1782 via a stagecoach route from Abingdon, Virginia, to Knoxville, a few stretches of which survive today. By the
mid-19th century, the community included a store and post office, blacksmith shop, church, and school. It was a popular gathering
place for nearby residents, who came to take advantage of the ample spring water that had encouraged human settlement in the
region for centuries. Civil War soldiers who died here during a smallpox epidemic were buried in the church graveyard. Today, little
is left of the community’s built environment, but the spring remains active.

In 1787, Gideon Morris received a land grant that included part of what is now Morristown. The original Morris house, a two-story
log structure, sat nearby on South Cumberland Street. This cemetery served as the family burying ground and also includes the
remains of other early settlers to the area. The earliest burial with an extant marker is that of Mary Morris McBride (1816–42), a
granddaughter of the Morristown founder. Gideon, who died in 1798, is also buried in the cemetery. A fieldstone marked his grave
originally but a modern carved stone has been added to his grave recently. A portion of the burying ground contains numerous
unmarked burials that may hold the remains of enslaved people.

49 Crockett Tavern Museum (circa 1958), 2002 Morningside Drive, open May–October

Dedicated to the history of Davy Crockett’s family when they first settled in the area, the Crockett Tavern Museum has become
a piece of history in its own right. The museum serves as a monument to the Crocketts’ tavern, which stood nearby, as well as
to the roadside culture of the mid-20th century.
Turn left out of Crockett Tavern parking lot. Left onto South Park Avenue. Left onto Morris Boulevard. Right on Dover Road.
Immediate left on Baron Springs Drive.

50 Barton Spring (c.1791), 1635 Barton
Springs Drive, private

42 Hamblen County Courthouse (1874), 511 W. 2nd North
Street, open to public

First settled about 1791 by the Rev. William
Murphy, Barton Spring is situated along the
important transportation route then known as
the old Indian Trail. Murphy’s house was later
occupied by his son-in-law, Isaac Barton, who
expanded the house in about 1820 and gave
the area its name. The spring was an important
watering hole for both Union and Confederate
soldiers during the Civil War.

Officially dedicated into service on August 17, 1874, the Hamblen
County Courthouse was built to accommodate the business of the
newly established county, chartered in 1870. Originally constructed in
the Second Empire style, additions in the mid-20th century obscure
the characteristic mansard roof and domed cupola, key stylistic
elements of its period. Prior to 1874, the county’s courts operated
out of a storehouse on Main Street.

43 Rose Center Council for the Arts (1892), 442 W. 2nd
North Street, open to public

Continue on Barton Springs Road. Cross
Morris Boulevard onto Larry Baker Boulevard.
Continue on Bethesda Road.

First built as West End School (for white children), the historic
Rose School later took the name of local judge James G. Rose,
chair of the Board of Education at the time of the school’s
construction. Bristol-based architectural firm Beaver and
Hoffmeister designed the structure, and local builder M. Cobble
Note the mansard detail at the top right on this
oversaw construction. The school housed coeducational elementary
historical image of the Hamblen County Courthouse,
through high school instruction until 1916, when the high school
taken from the southeast. Additions took place in
classes moved to a new location. The city added four classrooms
1956 and 1969.
and a gymnasium in the 1950s. The Board of Education deeded
the building to the Morristown-Hamblen County Historical and
Bicentennial Commission in 1967. The school operated until 1976 and is now home to the Rose Center Council for the Arts.

51 Bethesda Church (1835), 4950
Bethesda Road, cemetery public,
church private,

44 Millionaire’s Row (mid-19th century to mid-20th century), residences alongEast and West 2nd North Street,
privately owned

“Millionaire’s Row” describes 2nd North Street, East and West, where the more prominent citizens of early Morristown built homes.
307 E. 2nd N. St. (c.1900) is a notable example of the street’s fine Victorian architecture. Adapted from a design by renowned
architect George F. Barber, the house features a keyhole-shaped window, stained glass, and domed turret. Millionaire’s Row is part
of Morristown’s historic residential district northeast of downtown, bounded roughly by 4th North Street, Gammon Avenue, 1st
North Street, and North High Street.
Heading north on Cumberland Street, on the left across from the intersection of Cumberland and East 6th North Street,
you will come to Bethel Church.

Historical image of the house at Barton Spring, a property placed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1978

45 Bethel United Methodist Church (1907), 703 N. Cumberland St.

Hosting a congregation that dates to the immediate aftermath of the Civil War, Bethel Church is a historically African American church
that was formerly associated with Morristown College. Bethel Church moved to its current location in 1907, on land donated by
the college. From 1908 to 1939, it served as headquarters for the East Tennessee Conference of the Methodist Church, the African
American Methodist conference in the region. During the Civil Rights era, the church had an active relationship with Morristown
College’s Student Interracial Ministry. The congregation is still active today, and the building was added to the National Register of
Historic Places in 2018.

Continue on Bethesda Road. Right on Old
Kentucky Road. Right on Cedar Creek Road.
Left onto East Andrew Johnson Highway.
Continue to Russellville.

From Bethel Church, proceed up East 6th North Street to head toward the site of Morristown College.

52 Russellville

46 Morristown College site (1881), on left after crossing North James Street, not accessible

Established in 1881, Morristown College was the second African American higher-learning facility in Tennessee. Founded by
Methodist clergy and funded by donations, the school first opened as Morristown Seminary in a former local slave market. Despite
local white animosity to black education, the school enrolled 190 students its first year. In 1886, the school’s name changed to
Morristown Normal Academy before becoming Morristown Normal College in 1898. During those first 17 years, the campus grew
to 13 acres with two dormitories. Shortly after the turn of the century, the college added an industrial school and dairy farm, the
products of which provided income for the school. The 1920s saw the addition of new dormitories, built by students, as well
as pre-med and pre-law curricula, and in 1923 the school became Tennessee’s first junior college.
Despite high enrollment in the late 1920s, the coming of the Great Depression in the 1930s brought challenges. In addition to
economic difficulties, the school’s longtime president, Dr. Judson Hill, died in 1931, followed in 1932 by distinguished faculty member
Andrew Fulton, who in 1861 had been sold at the slave market that became Morristown Seminary. Hill’s successor, Edward C. Paustin,
converted the school’s curriculum from industrial training to liberal arts before resigning in 1937, at which time Dr. J.W. Haywood
became the first African American president of the college. Haywood kept the school afloat through the difficult years of his tenure,
and under his successor, returning alumni Dr. Miller W. Boyd, the school achieved full accreditation and peak enrollment. After Boyd’s
death in 1952, his wife became the first female president of the school, serving as interim until the appointment of a new president in
1953. With the construction of a new black public high school in 1958, the school’s administration ended high school classes, reducing
enrollment. With the opening of white campuses to black students in 1964, the school struggled to compete with the larger, more
established institutions. Despite valiant efforts and numerous institutional partnerships, Morristown College lost its accreditation in
1986. From 1989 to 1994, it operated as Knoxville College–Morristown Campus, before shutting its doors forever. The last buildings
were razed in 2017.

Members of the Hopewell Presbyterian
Church constructed this small brick structure
for church services on land donated by
Joseph Shannon. During the Civil War, the
church was abandoned by the congregation
and used as a hospital by both Union and
Confederate soldiers, some of whom are
buried in the adjacent cemetery. In late 1864,
a cannonball from a nearby engagement
pierced the eastern wall of the church,
causing permanent structural damage. The
congregation held services in the building
sporadically after the war. In 1871, Confederate
sympathizers walked out of a service for the
last time, ultimately forming First Presbyterian
Church in Morristown. The remainder of
the congregation abandoned the structure
in 1875 for the newly built Russellville
Presbyterian Church.

Front view of Bethesda Church, 2018

One of the oldest continual settlements in East
Tennessee, Russellville was first inhabited by
white settlers in about 1785, when Hayslope,
a former tavern, was erected a few hundred
yards south of what is now Highway 11E
along Warrensburg Road. In the winter of
1863–64, the town played host to Confederate
Gen. James Longstreet and his command.
Longstreet maintained winter headquarters at
the Nenney House at 5815 E. Andrew Johnson
Highway, now the General Longstreet
Headquarters Museum (53), while his general
staff found shelter at Hayslope. In the spring
of 1878, Russellville became home to Hamblen
County’s first telephone.

Continue through Russellville on East Andrew Johnson Highway.

54 Coffman House (c.1783), 6788 E. Andrew Johnson Highway, Russellville, private

Constructed by early settler David Harmon Coffman, the house is of hewn-log construction and covered in weatherboard. It is likely
the oldest standing structure in Hamblen County. While the eldest Coffman is believed to have been of the Mennonite faith, his
descendants were active with Bent Creek Baptist Church. Logs from the original church building were moved to the property and
used to build a barn when the church fell out of use in the late 19th century.
Continue on East Andrew Johnson Highway.

55 Bent Creek Church (1872), 7879 E. Andrew Johnson Highway, Whitesburg, private

Originally founded by Tidence Lane and William Murphy in 1785, the church relocated to its current site and building in 1872.
The building was constructed as a joint venture between the Baptist congregation, which used the first floor as a sanctuary, and
members of the Masonic Lodge, who used the second floor for their meetings. The congregation changed its name to Whitesburg
Baptist Church in 1875. After more than a hundred years at this location, the congregants moved to a new building in 1983, selling
their interest in the 1872 structure to the Masonic Order. The cemetery (58) associated with the original Bent Creek Church site
can be accessed by taking a right onto Stagecoach Road from Silver City Road, entrance on left.

56 Whitesburg

Cray Hall and other buildings of the former Morristown College campus can be seen in the upper left of this 1906 photograph.
Continue on East 6th North Street.

47 Historic Morristown Cemetery (1873), 623–699 E. 6th North Street, open to public

Chartered in 1873 and active by early 1874, the Historic Morristown Cemetery holds more than 400 headstones and monuments.
Perched on a hillside above downtown, this space became the final resting place of many of Morristown’s prominent citizens. The
five-acre cemetery originally included two acres of “potter’s field” for the burial of those unable to afford a plot. There are also a
number of interments from the deadly smallpox epidemic that struck the town in the spring of 1883; some of these burials may
be in the potter’s field section.
Return to North Cumberland Street and head south. Turn left onto Louis Avenue.

Once the largest town between Knoxville and Abington,
Virginia, the area around Whitesburg was settled by
European Americans by 1785, which is when the Rev,
Tidence Lane founded Bent Creek Church about a mile
south of the current location of the Whitesburg community.
Early settlement tended to center around Bent Creek
and its branches. In 1856, the new railroad gave rise to
a business district, which at one time included saloons,
stores, a hotel (57), and an Epsom spring resort. After
the Civil War, Whitesburg became an important shipping
hub for slabs of marble coming from the hills north of the
Holston River to the railroad for distribution all over the
Southeast and the Eastern Seaboard. For many years, a
formerly enslaved man named Frederick Netherland played
an important role in the region’s thriving marble industry,
hauling huge slabs from the Holston River to the railroad
depot at Whitesburg with his 32-mule team.
Shortly after this photo of (57) Epsom Springs Hotel
was taken in 2018, the rest of the remaining historic
commercial district of Whitesburg was demolished.

MORRISTOWN WALKING TOUR

100 BLOCK, WEST MAIN, NORTH SIDE

MORRISTOWN COMMERCIAL DISTRICT

The Morristown Commercial District, built mostly between 1870 and 1940, is centered at the crossroads of several major historic
thoroughfares. The district sits atop Turkey Creek, the town’s earliest water source, which now runs underground. In 1962, extensive
flooding in the downtown commercial district inspired a creative solution: SkyMart. Completed in 1967, SkyMart is an open-air
elevated sidewalk system that provides access to the upper story of downtown buildings.

Parks-Belk Building, with its original façade, shown in
the center of this photograph from the mid-20th century

Beginning from the parking deck located on the north side of Main Street in the middle of the 200 block, look across the street.

21 Parks Belk Building (c.1905, façade 1960),
104 W. Main St.

Heading back west along Main Street, this is the first structure
on the north side. In the early 20th century, this building housed
Dosser Bros. Dry Goods. The Dosser brothers built an extensive
retail empire in East Tennessee, with additional shops in Knoxville,
Bristol, and Johnson City. The building later became home to the
Parks-Belk department store, and the owners covered the upper
two stories of the south and east elevations of the early 20thcentury neoclassical commercial façade in green metal cladding.
The department store continued to operate at this location until
the Proffits chain purchased the company in 1995. The new retailer
opted to close the location rather than convert it.

22 Hasson-Bryan Hardware Co. Building (1902, 1908
expansion), 114 W. Main St.

200 Block West Main view from SkyMart Crosswalk looking East, circa 2018

200 BLOCK, WEST MAIN, SOUTH SIDE (ACROSS FROM PARKING DECK)
1 Strand Theater (c.1895, remodeled 1964), 243 W. Main St.

First a warehouse and then a wholesale produce store, the building became a
moving-picture house in the 1920s. The current façade was added in the 1960s.

2 Fitzgerald Building (c.1892), 239 W. Main St.

Strand Theater pictured about 1918, prior to
the addition of its 1960s-era façade

Featuring a central tower, narrow arched windows, and brick corbelling on the
upper façade, the building is reminiscent of the Italianate style. In the early
20th century, the storefront level was home at various times to a furniture
warehouse, a musical instrument store, a novelty shop, and a movie house
called the Rex Theatre. The second floor, accessed by stairs concealed by the
central doorway, was a photography studio.

3 Historic Post Office Building (c.1890), 233 W. Main St.

This was the town post office until 1915. The upper façade features a high
parapet wall with corbelling and blind arched arcades topped with two
symmetrical projecting panels. The second story once held a “box ball” alley,
an early 20th-century sport similar to bowling. It later became the Colonial
Theatre, an early motion-picture house.

4–6

If this building looks like a building within a building, there’s
good reason. While the original three-story structure contained
details influenced by the popular Romanesque style, the addition
conformed to the more contemporary neoclassical pattern. C.E.
Baylor, longtime hardware retailer and wholesaler, operated out
of this building for many years, and the western façade of the building, facing Peavine Alley, still contains the trace of the company’s
sign. Across the alley is another piece of hidden history.

23 Rowe/Rippetoe Building (1876, with a later façade added),
126 W. Main St.
In 1874, a time when most of downtown Morristown’s buildings were
built of wood, a fire claimed a business house that contained a dry
goods store, the Holston Methodist offices, and a tinshop owned
by D.P. Rowe. Rowe lost his entire business in the fire, but with the
support of the community and a new partnership with local tinner
D.W. Butt, Rowe built this two-story brick building and reopened in
1876. Though a modern façade obscures the longer history of the
building, it is one of the oldest structures in the commercial district.

24 Roberts Turner Building (c.1885), 130–134 W. Main St.

The only example of the mansard or Second Empire style in the
commercial district, this structure has undergone many changes over
the years, eliminating some of its key stylistic features (see image
below). The building served as the First National Bank of Morristown
until 1916, when the bank erected the five-story office tower that now
stands on the northeast corner of East Main and Cumberland. It is
commonly remembered as the Roberts and Turner Drug Store.

The remainder of the block reflects the increasingly streamlined style of
commercial architecture going into the 20th century. 225 W. Main St. (4) is
a simple single-bay storefront structure constructed in about 1905 that was
at one time an auto sales and repair shop. 215–219 W. Main St. (5) was
constructed around the turn of the 20th century. It held a grocery store for
many years and in the mid-20th century was home to Sears. 207–209 W.
Main St. (6), also known as the Helms building (c.1915), reflects the functional
sensibility of 20th-century commercial architecture.

25 Carriger and Berry Building (c.1890), 138 W. Main St.

Continuing west, this building replaced an earlier building that
burned. In its early years, it was home to Craig, Holley, and Craig
Furnishings and Merchandise Store and later Carriger and Berry’s
Gentleman’s Store. The lower façade once contained elaborate
iron work and glass.

26 Dyer Building (c.1915), 142 W. Main St.

This narrow building remained an alley for many years. The alley
was a right-of-way for storage and deliveries stipulated in an early
deed to the adjacent Carriger and Berry Building.

The Princess Theatre

27 Snyder’s Building (c.1905), 144 W. Main St.

203 W. Main St. was home to the Princess Theatre, which
first opened on October 18, 1915, with seating for more
than 60 people. It closed April 7, 1983, and was demolished
in October 1995. The site is currently home to the Java
Garden, a one-story building built in 2002.

Built soon after the turn of the 20th century, this building was
home to a millinery, or hat shop, in its early years. Like many
others, its modern façade obscures the true age and original
style of the building, which was probably Italianate, similar to
others of the same period.

7 McCanless and Taylor Block (c.1915), 177–181 W. Main St.

This commercial-style building has neoclassical influences in the brick corbelling above
the top-story windows and the pilaster-like vertical details between each column of
windows on the upper façade. Prior to construction of the brick block, the site held the
town’s Western Union office. An early postcard also shows a novelty shop in the building.
Behind the McCanless and Taylor block, several more buildings once extended down
Henry Street but were demolished in the 1960s as part of urban renewal.

28–29 J.G. McCrory Co. Building (c.1915), 148 and
156 W. Main St.

From the lower level, the next storefront (28) appears to be
one large building, but viewed from SkyMart you can see that
the storefront spans two separate buildings. Turkey Creek flows
under these buildings, where wooden structures stood originally.
The west side of the storefront was once the eastern bay of the next building (29) and housed a sewing machine shop and then
restaurant in its early history. The west bay of the same building was originally a cobbler’s shop. Though the two sides are painted
differently, a closer look at the second story reveals the stylistic continuity.
(L–r) (25) Carriger and Berry Building, (24) Roberts and
Turner Building, and (23) Rowe/Rippetoe Building

100 BLOCK, WEST MAIN, SOUTH SIDE

Original façade of the Rowe/Rippetoe Building
shown left of center, with the engine of the Peavine
Railroad crossing Main Street beside it

30 Rogers Building (1892, with brick façade added in 1964), 160 W. Main St.
R.M. Rogers & Co., in photo
c.1960, as it originally appeared

The R.M. Rogers & Co. men’s clothing store operated here for many years. The Rogers
floor inlay at the entry hearkens to that past, while the brick façade conceals the age of
the building. The upper story originally contained neoclassical ornamentation, which was
removed to make way for the modern façade.

31 Freel’s Drugs (c.1880), 166 W. Main St.

The next storefront also spans two separate buildings, has a floor inlay, and features a
modern façade. The eastern half of the unified storefront was once a haberdasher, while
the western half was briefly home to a hardware store before becoming a drug store
prior to the turn of the 20th century.
Interior of Freel’s
Drugs, c.1915

Demolition of Henry Street
buildings during urban renewal

This 1887 Sanborn Map shows the
Western Union office where the
McCanless and Taylor block sits
now. Note Turkey Creek flowing
under several downtown buildings.

8 Walker Building (c.1900), 175 W. Main St.

This was once the site of an early firehouse, an important element of the town at a time when many of the downtown structures
were built of wood. The existing brick building once housed a barbershop that pumped its water directly from Turkey Creek, which
flows beneath it. A livery stable stood next door prior to the construction of J.C. Penney, which burned in the late 20th century.

9 Hill and McCrary Building (c.1895), 161 W. Main St.

A saloon around the turn of the century, this building later became a poolroom and printing shop. Though sometimes hailed
as the oldest building on Main Street, Sanborn maps reveal it was constructed between 1893 and 1897.

10 Clifton Building (c.1890), 149 W. Main St.

On the other side of the ramp alley stands what may be the oldest brick structure on the block, disguised beneath a mid-20th-century
façade. The building was first home to a barbershop and “colored lodge,” with a marble works adjacent to the rear. It later served
as a jewelry store, bakery, and undertaker at different times.

11 Johnson and Christmas Building (c.1905), 143 W. Main St.

This is a late-Victorian interpretation of the Italianate style on an early 20th-century commercial building with brick pilasters
between columns of gently arched windows. It served as a furniture store for many years.

12 J.W. Arnold and Weesner-Reams Building (c.1910), 133–135 W. Main St.

This is another longtime furniture store. Though the windows are covered and most of the decorative elements removed, the
cornice reflects the neoclassical influence in the building’s original design.

13 Skelton’s Bakery (c.1875), 127 W. Main St.

The modern façade on this building gives few hints to its longer history. Once standing three stories high, the one-story structure
is all that remains of what may be one of the first brick buildings in downtown. A saloon at one time, it is most commonly
remembered today as Skelton’s Bakery. The top two stories of the building were removed in 1980.

Peavine Railroad

The front of 127 W.
Main St. is shown at
center (behind man
in hat) in this image
from the 1880s.

The alley between 127 and 115 W. Main (shown in modern
pictures between 124 and 114 W Main St) follows the bed
of a former railroad line. The Morristown & Cumberland Gap
Railroad, nicknamed locally as the “Peavine,” opened to
passengers in 1891. Though it was supposed to connect to
the Cumberland Gap, the railroad company failed. The line
initially ran a local service between Morristown and Corryton,
but in 1893, the Knoxville, Cumberland Gap, & Louisville
began offering service over the tracks to the luxury resorts at
Lea and Tate springs. By 1903, the line had been absorbed
into the Southern Railroad. A decline in passenger traffic
forced the rail line to discontinue service to the once-popular
Tate Springs resort by 1919, and the Southern Railroad
abandoned the line from Morristown to Corryton entirely
in 1928.

32 Doggett Hardware Building (c.1885), 172 W. Main St.

This building’s Italianate style, evident in the ornamental hood molding over the narrow arched windows and the foliate brackets
under the eaves, is still visible on the upper façade. Throughout its first two decades, the building served as a dry goods store,
drug store, stationer, and saloon before becoming a hardware store, which it remained for many years.

33 D.A. Pless Building (c.1885), 174 W. Main St.

This early commercial structure has Italianate influences visible in the bracketed eaves of the second level and the decorative
finial and molding over the rounded central pediment of the roofline above. It served as a hardware store for many years and later
housed a jeweler. The lower story has been covered with a modern façade and the second story partially obscured by SkyMart,
but it still retains some of its historic character.

34 Western Union Office (c.1900), 178 W. Main St.

This narrow storefront was once the site of a frame building where coffins were built. Around the turn of the 20th century, the current
brick structure was constructed. Initially occupied by a jeweler, it briefly served as a bank before becoming the local office of Western
Union, for which it is remembered now.

35 Bettis Building (c.1900), 180 W. Main St.

This building once housed one of the town’s pool halls. The upper façade reveals an early version of 20th-century streamlined
commercial architecture, with just a hint of Italianate details in the arched arcaded cornice connecting it with older building traditions.

36 Corner Drug Store Building (c.1892), 186 W. Main St.

Characterized by the relatively unusual corbie-stepped parapet wall, sometimes called a “Flemish gable,” this is one of many
downtown buildings connected to the Helms family, which ran the local newspaper for many years. The transom block above
the middle window on the upper story bears their name. The building spent many years as a dry goods store before becoming
the Corner Drug Store.

37 Hamilton Bank Building (1925), 188 W. Main St.

Both of the buildings at the northern corners of West Main and Henry streets have long histories as banks. The Hamilton Bank
Building is an example of the shift to a more functional approach to commercial architecture as the 20th century progressed. The
arched brick corbelling at the roofline and the cast stone arches, once windows, along the Henry Street side, reflect a neoclassical
influence. The original bank on this site was among the earliest brick buildings in town before being replaced with the current
structure in the 1920s. It also served as the Corner Drug Store briefly in the early 20th century.

14 Mims-Goodson Building (c.1920), 115 W. Main St.

Like others on Main Street, this building retains little of its ornament of yesteryear. Note the cornice running along the top of
the alley-side façade, a remnant of its original design. Built for Mims Dry Goods, the building included modern amenities such
as electric lights, steam heat, a sprinkler system, and fire extinguishers.

15 Felknor Building (c.1907), 103 W. Main St.

With tall, arched expanses of windows, this building is a late interpretation of Romanesque commercial architecture, still apparent
on its upper façade. In the early 20th century, dry goods retailers Mims-Goodson
operated out of this building before moving next door.
J.F. Goodson was also a prominent
16 Myers Building (1890), 101 W. Main St.
coffee roaster and wholesaler, a legacy
Featuring a front placard above the third story that reads “Myers Building,”
still carried out by his descendants.
this commercial building exhibits influences from the Queen Anne style of
Goodson’s reputation in the community
architecture, most visibly in the turret on the northeast corner of the third story.
eventually helped him win election as
In the early 20th century, J.W. Arnold and Co., a dry goods retailer, occupied
mayor of Morristown, during which time
the building’s first level, while the second floor housed the local telephone
he oversaw the establishment of the
exchange. A Knights of Honor lodge occupied the third floor for many years.
Hamblen County Fair and a modern
municipal water system.
SOUTH CUMBERLAND STREET

17 Little Dutch (1948, 1990 additions), 115 S. Cumberland St.

Turning right onto South Cumberland Street, note the one-story, stucco-and-brick-veneer building across the street, a
Morristown staple since 1939 (founded by Frank and Mattie Lorino). The couple ran the business until Frank passed in 1970.
George Angelopoulas purchased the business in 1974. He and his wife, Nina, still own and operate it as of 2018.

18 Morristown Wholesale District (c.1890–1920), 110–128 S. Cumberland St.

The buildings lining the west side of South Cumberland Street comprise what remains of the town’s wholesale district, an economic
hub connecting rural farmers and agricultural workers to city and regional markets and supplies. When the railroad was active, a
platform extended across the rear of the entire block to ease the movement of goods from freight cars into the stores. The earliest
building, at 118 S. Cumberland St., began as a wholesale grocery and later housed a wholesale grain and seed store after the
construction of the adjacent building around 1900. The building at the far end (128 S. Cumberland St.) was the last addition to the
block, constructed in about 1920; it had steam heat and electric lights along with a modern fire protection system. A faded sign
on the rear of the building reveals its history as Morristown Grocery Co.

19 Pinnacle Mills Tower (1930), 124 S. Hill St.

The original brick building at the northeast corner of Henry and West Main is depicted here shortly after the Civil War (l)
and in the early 20th century (r).

200 BLOCK, WEST MAIN, NORTH SIDE
38 City National Bank Building (c.1880), 200 W. Main St.

For much of its existence, the building on the northwest corner of Henry and
West Main served as the City National Bank. The first two stories were built in
1880, and the third story was added in 1915.

39 Powell/Gamble Building (c.1880), 204 W. Main St.

Originally known as the Gamble Building, the Powell Building began as a
two-story furniture store before becoming the Wonderland Theater, which
operated here until 1925. The Wonderland started as a vaudeville theater
before adding a hand-cranked movie projector to show silent films. The third
story was added in 1905. The turrets framing the parapet wall are reminiscent
of the Romanesque revival
style that waspopular at
the time.

Looking across the street to the east, you can see what remains of Pinnacle Mills, a former cotton mill that opened in 1890. While
the original mill was demolished in 1992, the 1930 tower provides a striking example of New South industrialization in the years
between the Civil War and World War II.

20 Bank of Commerce Building (c.1918), 101 E. Main St.

At the intersection of Main and Cumberland, look across the intersection to the northeast and you will see the tallest building in
Morristown. At five stories high, the Bank of Commerce is an early 20th-century office tower with neoclassical ornamentation visible
in the cornice. The building stands on the site of the McFarland Opera House, the first public auditorium in Morristown.
*Viewing buildings from the second story offers a unique perspective of downtown architecture.
If able, cross South Cumberland and climb the stairs to SkyMart.

City National Bank
Building prior to its
third-story addition

