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Formers' Corner
Sarah J. Martin is an architectural
historian and historic preservationist,
currently working as an independent
consulting historian in the Seattle, WA,
area. She was a graduate research
assistant at the Center for Historic
Preservation from 2002 to 2004, after
which she worked at the Kansas state
historic preservation office until 2015.
Her current project involves researching the history of the lunar rover vehicles for the
50th anniversary of the Apollo Program. Click here to watch the video.

Scholars
The Transportation Experience
on the Trail of Tears
The Center has launched an exciting
new project in partnership with the
National Trails Intermountain Region of
the National Park Service. Over the
next two years, staff and students will
be researching the various forms of
Center fellow Annabeth Hayes recently located
transportation used during the
the turnpike company charter for the SomervilleCherokee removal from 1838 to 1839,
Bolivar Stage Road in West Tennessee.
which took place as the transportation
system in the United States was still
developing. To date, this topic has been largely neglected within the scholarship on the
Trail of Tears.
Center Trail of Tears project historian Amy Kostine is being assisted on the
transportation project by fellow Annabeth Hayes and graduate research assistant
Danielle Shelton. They are investigating Cherokee travel over roads (including dirt and
macadam, or crushed stone, roads), rivers, and the Tuscumbia, Courtland &
Decatur Railroad. They are exploring horses and oxen, wagons, ferries, flat boats,
steamboats, and keelboats. Over the course of the project, in addition to consulting
online resources, the researchers will visit repositories in Tennessee, Alabama,
Arkansas, and Oklahoma.
For her research into roads and turnpikes, Hayes has begun consulting turnpike
charters, newspapers, Supreme Court cases, and other records. She has been able to
determine the construction methods, materials, road widths, and other specifications
for a number of turnpikes and roads in Tennessee, Alabama, Arkansas, Missouri, and
Kentucky. “I have not only found construction specifications in these documents, but
also the many people who were involved with surveying, building, and maintaining the
roads,” Hayes explains. “For example, in Arkansas, all free and enslaved men between
16-45 were required to work on public roads. In Kentucky, the ca. 1840 record book for
the company building the Lexington-Georgetown Turnpike noted that ‘Billy (a black
man)’ was to be compensated for the road going through his land.” As Hayes points
out, even a small notation like the reference to Billy allows the research team to
explore a deeper understanding of both the physical and cultural landscape of the
antebellum South.
The researchers are especially interested in hand-drawn and photographic images of
nineteenth-century modes of transportation. This visual evidence will illustrate the
project’s final products, which will include a multiple-property National Register of
Historic Places nomination and an interpretive booklet. Stay tuned to our newsletter
and social media platforms as we share the team’s findings over the next few years. —
Antoinette G. van Zelm, assistant director.

Partners
A Place-Based Approach to
Community History
For the past year, the Center has
partnered with Ken Middleton, James
E. Walker Library, and Zada Law,
MTSU Department of Geosciences, to
create a Web-based digital tool to
visualize historic places on today’s
Walker Library’s Ken Middleton presents Places,
landscape. Places, Perspectives:
Perspectives at the Tennessee Library
African American Community-building
Association’s April 2019 conference in
in Tennessee, 1860-1920 is a Web site
Chattanooga, where the project team met public
portal that explores post-Civil War
and university librarians eager to assist with
“placemaking” in East, Middle, and
similar projects in their communities.
West Tennessee. Funded in part by
the Tennessee Civil War National
Heritage Area, it is a prototype,
focusing on four counties (Greene, Maury, Hardeman, and Fayette), that we hope can
continue to grow statewide through future partnerships.
Places, Perspectives takes a three-pronged approach, matching archival images and
historic documents with contemporary sites, listing resources for additional research,
and providing a tutorial/lesson plan for teachers, students, or local historians. The tool
opens into a series of “story maps” that link persons, events, and locations. Users can
connect directly from stories or map points to a digital collection of historic documents,
photographs, and public records that corroborate community knowledge.
The most exciting part of the work has been “going to ground” to see what remains of
the communities we have read about, seen in historic photographs, or learned of
through those who know them firsthand. In each county, local historians and
genealogists volunteered their time as field-visit guides. With their help, for example,
we found evidence of former school campuses in a set of steps, a concrete pad where
a flagpole once stood, and a water pump that once provided fresh drinking water for
students and teachers.
There is more to be discovered in Tennessee’s cultural landscape, as well as willing
partners just waiting to be asked. We look forward to ongoing collaboration through
Places, Perspectives to uncover exciting new finds in Tennessee history. — Susan W.
Knowles, digital humanities research fellow.

Leaders
Helping Preserve and Interpret
Historic Schools
Working with communities to preserve
their school buildings has been a
recurring honor for Center staff.
Continuing a relationship that started
more than a decade ago, staff and
students recently revisited the Dunbar
Rosenwald School in Loudon County to
Center staff and students with alumni and
plan a sustainable future for the c.1923
supporters of the Townsend School in Winchester,
building with alumni, community
Tennessee.
members, and local officials. Soon after
opening, the state-of-the-art school
became a gathering place for the African American community, hosting political rallies,
concerts, and fundraisers until integration in 1965. In 2007, the Center wrote the
building’s National Register of Historic Places nomination, and we have now worked
with a new generation of stakeholders to create a heritage development plan that
envisions restoring the building as a community space.
On the other side of the state, Center director Carroll Van West, fieldwork coordinator
Savannah Grandey, and graduate research assistant Colbi Layne Hogan worked with
community members in Decaturville to assess the Crawford School (c.1900-1910) and
research its historic significance. Hogan learned a lot from community members and
uncovered fascinating details about the school’s receipt of New Deal funds, its place
within countywide school consolidation efforts, and its role as a church.
This semester, we are working with alumni and supporters of the historic Townsend
School in Winchester, Franklin County. The c.1926 school building, which was modeled
on a Rosenwald plan, replaced a Rosenwald school that had burned down. The
Townsend School was the recipient of c.1950s equalization funds for modernization
(part of an effort by the white school board to deter integration). Significant as a
physical embodiment of trends in African American education, the school also had a
prominent namesake. “Doc” Townsend, who grew up enslaved and fought with the
United States Colored Troops, had returned to Franklin County with a college degree
and later spearheaded efforts to build the current school. We are honored to work with
community members to document the school’s history and strategize a sustainable
plan for its future.
While the majority of our projects involving school buildings once housed primary and
secondary educational institutions, visiting research professor Tiffany Momon has
spent the past several months leading a survey of historically black colleges and
universities (HBCUs) in Alabama in collaboration with the Alabama Historical
Commission. The thorough documentation of HBCU campuses in Alabama is
important in and of itself, but the project has also provided several of our students with
valuable fieldwork experience.
Other school buildings that we have worked on recently include the York Bible School
at Sgt. Alvin C. York State Historic Park in Pall Mall, Fentress County, and the Ward
School in Hartsville, Trousdale County, both of which are in the planning stages for
restoration and reuse. — Savannah Grandey, fieldwork coordinator.

Upcoming
June 1—Deadline to apply for Center for Historic Preservation Professional Services
Partnership Projects.
June 4—Discover Tennessee History Conference: Stories, Strategies, and Sources,
Jackson State Community College, Jackson.
June 12-14—Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Summer Institute, “The Dawn of
the Modern Civil Rights Movement,” Knoxville.
June 20-21--Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, “Strategies for
Teaching the Social Studies Process Standards,” East Tennessee History Center,
Knoxville.
July 18-30—Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshops in conjunction with
Tennessee History Day, “Building a National History Day Project Using the Library of
Congress,” various locations across the state.
August 31—Deadline to apply for Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area
Collaborative Partnership Projects.
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