Kings Chapel School, Gibson County, Tennessee:
History and Building Documentation

Figure 1: Kings Chapel School, labeled "Kings Consolidated School," May 1924 (Tennessee State Library and
Archives, Record Group 91: Tennessee State Board of Education Records, 1815-1958, Box 29, #439).
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This report has been prepared by Savannah Grandey, fieldwork coordinator, and
Antoinette van Zelm, assistant director, Center for Historic Preservation, Middle
Tennessee State University. We would like to thank the property owners of the Kings
Chapel Farm and their family members for inviting us to tour the schoolhouse and
providing us with their wonderful knowledge and insights about the school. Eddy G.
Clark, a great-grandson of the farm’s founders, has been particularly helpful. We would
also like to note the existence of rich local history sources, especially the two
publications of the Rutherford Heritage Committee, In and Around Rutherford (1986)
and Rutherford Revisited (1996). Finally, the records of the state Department of
Education at the Tennessee State Library and Archives enabled us to discover two
early photographs of the school as well as detailed information about the school and
education in Gibson County during the Depression and post-World War II years.

Figure 2: Student signatures remain on the walls of the former Kings Chapel School. Dorthy King was a
granddaughter of Jim and Mollie King, who sold the land for the school to the Gibson County Board of Education in
1923, and a sister of Emerson King, who converted the abandoned schoolhouse to a barn in the 1960s.
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INTRODUCTION
In 2009, Emerson King, the owner of Kings Chapel Farm in Gibson County, applied for
Century Farm status from the Tennessee Century Farms Program. The program
recognizes the contributions of Tennessee farmers who have continuously owned, and
kept in production, family land for at least 100 years. Kings Chapel Farm, located in the
Kings Chapel community between the towns of Rutherford and Dyer, had been founded
in 1909 and was readily designated as a Tennessee Century Farm in 2009.
Ten years later, in January 2019,
Emerson Kings granddaughter, Janet
Valentine Dowlen, contacted the
Center for Historic Preservation to
update us on the ownership of the
farm. Emerson King had passed
away at age 97 in 2017. The farm is
now owned by Margaret King
Valentine (daughter of Emerson
King), Albert Valentine (Margaret’s
husband), and Thomas King (son of
Emerson King). Janet also inquired
about a historic school building that is
located on the farm and wanted to
know if staff of the Center for Historic
Preservation would like to see the
school, document it, and research its
significance as a historic
schoolhouse. On February 28, 2019,
members of the family welcomed
Savannah Grandey and Antoinette
van Zelm to the farm and gave them
a tour of the historic schoolhouse.
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HISTORY OF KINGS CHAPEL SCHOOL
A rural elementary school for white children in Gibson County, Tennessee, Kings
Chapel School fulfilled a tradition of community-based schooling from 1924 to 1947. At
the state and local level, Kings Chapel reflected the trend toward consolidation that
defined Tennessee education during the first half of the twentieth century. In fact,
Tennessee Department of Education photographs of the newly constructed school in
1924 described it as “Kings Consolidated School.” Within a national context, the school
educated students during two defining events of the twentieth century: the Great
Depression and World War II. The school’s closure after the war reflected a renewed
effort at consolidation in the interest of larger, more efficient schools that could offer
students more resources but nonetheless sacrificed some of the warmth and community
spirit of the small rural schools. Former students retain fond memories of the school.

Figure 3: Kings Chapel School, labeled "Kings Consolidated School," May 1924 (Tennessee State Library and
Archives, Record Group 91: Tennessee State Board of Education Records, 1815-1958, Box 29, #439).

Taking the long view, when it opened in 1924 Kings Chapel was part of an established
system of public education that had slowly evolved over the course of a century. During
the first several decades after Gibson County was founded in 1823, children usually
learned at home or at private academies (sometimes associated with churches) that
charged fees.1 Among the pre-Civil War schools in Gibson County were the Trenton
Male Academy and the Trenton Female Academy, both of which operated until 1852;
Shiloh Academy (1849); Yorkville Academy (1852); Andrew College, which replaced the
The state legislature’s attempts to create a public educational system before the Civil War were not
successful due to inadequate funding and poor enforcement of state laws related to education. Cynthia
Griggs Fleming, “Education, Elementary and Secondary,” in Carroll Van West, ed., Tennessee
Encyclopedia of History and Culture (Nashville: Rutledge Hill Publishers for the Tennessee Historical
Society, 1998), 280.
1
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Trenton Male Academy; the Odd Fellow’s Female Collegiate Institute (1852); the South
Gibson Institute (1860), and Humboldt Female College (1860). Some of these schools
later merged with others and eventually became public schools.2
After the Civil War, the Tennessee General Assembly under Governor William G.
Brownlow created a statewide public school system in Tennessee that existed from
1867-1869. By September 15, 1869, Gibson County had forty-six public schools, two of
which were for African American students. Total enrollment, however, was less than a
third of the eligible children: 3,125 students out of a school-age population of 9,792
were enrolled. County superintendent W.H. Stillwell reported, “Every day I hear men
condemn the whole system, and express the hope that it may be abolished.” He
attributed this opposition to the aftermath of the abolition of slavery: “They hate the
schools and free education simply and solely because it provides education for colored
children.”3 The state’s fledgling public school system was also unpopular with many
Tennesseans because it was enacted under Gov. Brownlow, who had been an
outspoken Unionist during the Civil War.
Despite this hostility, public education in Tennessee had gained a stronger foothold than
ever before. When Conservatives gained control of the state legislature in 1870, they
passed their own schools legislation. By 1885, Gibson County had 8,441 children
enrolled (out of a school-age population of 12,830) and 169 teachers.4 Funding for
public schools remained inadequate throughout the state, however, and the
development of two, segregated (though unequal) systems strained limited resources.
As historian Cynthia Griggs Fleming has written, “As the end of the nineteenth century
approached, two public education systems functioned in the state: one black, one white,
and both impoverished.”5
Progressive Era reforms during the early twentieth century benefited Tennessee’s
schools and influenced the founding of Kings Chapel School. In 1909, the legislature
passed a public school law that provided funds for education. Four years later, the
General Assembly for the first time made school attendance compulsory, and the
legislature also authorized the consolidation of existing schools into larger schools.6
When he took office in 1917, new Gibson County superintendent F.L. Browning
promoted consolidation of the county’s schools.7
The Goodspeed Publishing Company, “Gibson County,” History of Tennessee (Nashville: The
Goodspeed Publishing Co.,1887), TN GenWeb Project, http://www.tngenweb.org/goodspeed/gibson/
(accessed April 9, 2019).
3 John Eaton, Jr., First Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction of the State of Tennessee,
Ending Thursday, October 7th, 1869 (Nashville, TN: Printed for Geo. Edgar Grisham, Printer to the State,
at the “Press and Times” Office, 1869), cli, clxxxxvi.
4 Goodspeed Publishing Co., “Gibson County.”
5 Fleming, “Education, Elementary and Secondary,” 281.
6 “Chronology of Recent Department History,” Finding Aid for Record Group 273: Tennessee Department
of Education Records, 1874-1984, Tennessee State Library and Archives (TSLA), Nashville, Tennessee.
7 In 1915, the county had sixty-three one- and two-teacher schools, according to Frederick Culp and Mrs,
Robert Ross; this figure may just include white schools. Frederick M. Culp and Mrs. Robert E. Ross,
2
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One of the schools targeted for consolidation under Superintendent Browning was
Kings Chapel School’s predecessor, the Wilkes School. Located 2.5 miles southwest of
the town of Rutherford, the Wilkes School has been described as one of the oldest
schools in the community.8 A photograph from 1917 shows teacher Herbert Mitchell
surrounded by twenty-nine elementary and secondary students.

Figure 4: Wilkes School in 1917, from In and Around Rutherford (1986), p. 80. George and Fay King are in the back
row.

The school may have been named after one of the founding members of the nearby Old
Bethlehem Baptist Church, H.M. Wilkes, or one of his descendants.9 Among the
Gibson County Past and Present: The First General History of One of West Tennessee’s Pivotal Counties
(Trenton, TN: Gibson County Historical Society, 1961), 281-282.
8 The Rutherford Heritage Committee for Homecoming ’86, Dee C. Jackson and Lucile Sloan, editors, In
and Around Rutherford (Rutherford, TN: The Rutherford Heritage Committee for Homecoming ’86, 1986),
80.
9 In 1833, Wilkes had offered his home to parishioners until a log church building was erected nearby; the
congregation later relocated to Pond Hill, where the church is presently located. Eddy G. Clark thinks that
the school was located next to the Wilkes Cemetery, which was nearby the original site of the Old
Bethlehem Baptist Church. Rutherford Heritage Committee, In and Around Rutherford, 80; Culp and
Ross, Gibson County Past and Present, 414; Lee-Davis United Daughters of the Confederacy Historical
Society, Families and History of Gibson County, Tennessee, to 1989 (Salem, WV: Walsworth Publishing
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children photographed at the Wilkes School in 1917 were George King and Fay King,
sons of William James (Jim) King (1854-1929) and Mary (Mollie) Elizabeth Taylor King
(1861-1954). Since 1909, the King family had lived on a 100-acre farm southwest of the
town of Rutherford. They grew cotton, corn, and beans and raised cattle, mules,
chickens, and pigs. Jim and Mollie were the parents of eleven children, nine of whom
were still living by the time they began their farm, known as Kings Chapel Farm.10

Figure 5: William King and Family, 1913 or 1914, from the Kings Chapel Farm Century Farm File.

In November 1923, Jim and Mollie King sold about two acres of land adjoining their farm
to the Gibson County Board of Education for $100.00. Kings Chapel School,
affectionately known as Rabbit Hill School, opened the next year and served the
surrounding community for more than two decades. Interestingly, according to her
family, Mollie King had once been a student at one of Rutherford’s earliest schools, the
Rutherford Academy.11
Co., 1989), 46; The Rutherford Heritage Committee for the Tennessee Bicentennial, Dee C. Jackson and
Joe N. Bone, editors, Rutherford Revisited (Rutherford, TN: The Rutherford Heritage Committee, 1996),
67, 83; e-mail from Eddy G. Clark to Antoinette van Zelm, June 6, 2019, Center for Historic Preservation
Files.
10 Rutherford Heritage Committee, In and Around Rutherford, 80; Tennessee Century Farms File, Kings
Chapel Farm (1909), Gibson County, Tennessee, Center for Historic Preservation Files, Albert Gore
Research Center, Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro, TN; Allene Hill and Juanita
Lowrance, “ALVIN KING—His Ancestors and Descendants, 1630-1996,” (c. 1996), 122-123.
11 The academy traced its origins back to 1870, and the final building that housed the academy became
the town’s high school in 1914. Hill and Lowrance, “ALVIN KING,” 117, 121; Rutherford Heritage
Committee, In and Around Rutherford, 80; Culp and Ross, Gibson County Past and Present, 177, 301.
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Figure 6: This photo of students at Kings Chapel School, courtesy of Margaret King Valentine, is thought to date to
about 1925. Emerson King, who would later own Kings Chapel Farm, is in the front row on the left. The King family
still owns the school bell, which dates to 1886.

A glimpse into the school’s status and condition after its seventh academic year comes
from the state Department of Education’s annual statistical report for Gibson County for
the year ending June 30, 1931. The three-room school12, which sat on two acres, was
one of twenty-three one-teacher schools for white children in the county. Mrs. Mary
Brewer, who lived in the community, presided over the school of twenty-eight students
(sixteen boys and twelve girls) and taught grades 1-6. She had ten years of experience
as a teacher and had been at Kings Chapel for one year. Students attended the school
for 120 days each year. Kings Chapel was heated with a stove, and water came from a
well on the grounds.13

12

According to 86-year-old local resident Jack Nichols, who went to the school for seven or eight years as
a child, the third room of the school was used for plays and shows but was removed during the time he
attended the school, probably in the late 1930s/early 1940s. E-mail from Eddy G. Clark to Antoinette van
Zelm, April 24, 2019, Center for Historic Preservation Files.
13 In 1931, there were twenty one-teacher schools for black students in the county. In total, the county
had seventy-two elementary schools for white children and twenty-six for black children (these do not
include city and special district schools). Annual Statistical Report of Gibson County for school year
ending June 30, 1931, Record Group 273, Series I, Box 5, Folder 3, TSLA; Visit with Margaret King
Valentine, Albert Valentine, and Eddy G. Clark at Kings Chapel Farm, Feb. 28, 2019.
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By 1935-36, Kings Chapel served grades 1-814 and had two teachers. An exceptionally
detailed U.S. Office of Education map (see below) created during those years described
the school as being located on an all-weather road. (See also the U.S. Office of
Education’s Pupil Distribution Map in Appendix A.)

Figure 7: Road Conditions of Gibson County Map, 1935-36, showing schools, including Kings Chapel in upper left
(U.S. Office of Education, “Road Conditions of Gibson County, 1935-1936,” State of Tennessee: County Educational
Maps, 1935-36 (Nasvhille: Tennessee State Department of Education, 1937), published digitally by Digital Initiatives,
James E. Walker Library, Middle Tennessee State University).

Nearby schools included Bell’s Chapel, which had four teachers and educated white
children in grades 1-10; Boyett’s, a one-teacher, white school for grades 1-8;
Rutherford, a school for African American children, which had two teachers for grades
14

Jack Nichols recalled the school at one time going up to the 10th grade. E-mail from Eddy G. Clark to
Antoinette van Zelm, April 24, 2019, Center for Historic Preservation Files.
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1-8; and the three-teacher, Dyer School for black children in grades 1-8. The towns of
Rutherford and Dyer also had large, combination elementary-secondary schools for
white children in grades 1-12.15
In 1938-39, Gibson County schools superintendent Raymond Dixon visited Kings
Chapel and took a photograph with the students and their two teachers, Dee (Crouse)
Jackson and Josie Nell (Bone) Matlock. Twenty-eight students are pictured, including
seven Kings. Three of these children—Ralph, Robert, and Clarice King--were the
children of David Bailey King and Ozell King. In 1942, David and Ozell would purchase
the nearby Kings Chapel Farm from Mollie King.16

Figure 8: Kings Chapel School, 1938-39, from Rutherford Revisited (1996), 83.

15

Federal New Deal programs may have contributed to the expansion of Kings Chapel School, from one
to two teachers and from grades 1-6 to 1-8, between 1931 and 1935-36. U.S. Office of Education, “Road
Conditions of Gibson County, 1935-1936,” State of Tennessee: County Educational Maps, 1935-36
(Nasvhille: Tennessee State Department of Education, 1937), published digitally by Digital Initiatives,
James E. Walker Library, Middle Tennessee State University,
http://cdm15838.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p15838coll8/id/49/rec/2 (accessed May 27,
2019).
16 Rutherford Heritage Committee, Rutherford Revisited, 83, 120-121; Tennessee Century Farms File,
Kings Chapel Farm (1909).
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Shortly after this photograph was taken, World War II broke out in Europe. While the
United States did not enter the war for two more years, Gibson County saw the effects
of the war before Pearl Harbor. In March 1941, a federal government contractor began
construction on an ordnance depot near Milan in the eastern part of the county. The
Milan Ordnance Depot and the Wolf Creek Ordnance Plant, which together employed
more than 10,000 workers during the war, would combine in October 1945 to form the
Milan Arsenal.17
New employment opportunities and the general upheaval of wartime no doubt affected
Gibson County schools, including Kings Chapel. Mary Baker served as the
superintendent of elementary schools in the county, and in August 1941, she wrote to
her supervisor with the Department of Education in Nashville that many teachers were
resigning. Her monthly reports indicate that in both July 1941 and July 1942 she trained
new teachers for Kings Chapel School.18

Figure 9: This image, courtesy of Margaret King Valentine, dates to about 1941, identifies many King children, and
uses the popular nickname of the school.

Ed Frank, “Milan Arsenal,” Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture,
https://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entries/milan-arsenal/ (accessed May 28, 2019).
18 It is not clear whether Kings Chapel was still a two-teacher school at this point; by 1946, at least, it had
gone back to being a one-teacher school (see Footnote 20). Mary Baker, Trenton, to R.L. Thomas,
Nashville, Aug. 11, 1941, Record Group 273, Series IV, Box 42, Folder 19, TSLA; Elementary
Supervisor’s Monthly Report, Gibson Co., July 1941 and July 1942, Record Group 273, Series IV, Box
42, Folders 19-20, TSLA.
17
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Teachers and students remained busy at Kings Chapel during the war years, based on
the reports that Superintendent Mary Baker submitted between 1941 and 1944. In
August 1941, Baker provided teachers at the school with new daily schedules to help
them organize their days (see Appendix B). These schedules clearly indicate that the
teachers at Kings Chapel and other rural Gibson County schools had to master a wide
range of subjects—from arithmetic to art and music--and control students who ranged in
age from six to fourteen. To help with music appreciation, in September 1941, Baker
planned to introduce the Victrola at all of the small rural schools in the county. 19
During the war years, Gibson County put a new emphasis on both physical education
and health and sanitation, possibly in an effort to invigorate future recruits for the army.
“We are meeting with hearty cooperation on the part of teachers,” Baker reported about
the health program in January 1943, “the only difficulty being that we must go again to
schools when teachers change, causing a repetition of visits and loss of time in the
program.” Baker used a health and sanitation scorecard to evaluate progress at Kings
and other schools.20
Gibson County schools supported the war effort by selling war savings stamps and war
bonds. Through the week ending February 19, 1943, stamp sales at Kings Chapel
School totaled $53.00. For the 1943-44 school year, Kings reported that $1200.00 worth
of war bonds had been purchased through the school. In addition, thirty-nine students
had participated in the Junior Red Cross.21
After the war, the trend toward the consolidation of small, rural schools resumed and
would soon affect Kings Chapel.22 For the year ending June 30, 1946, just nineteen
students were enrolled at the school, and the average daily attendance was fourteen.
Kings was one of twenty-one one-teacher schools for white students in the county. Lily
Mount, who had attended college for one year and had nineteen years of teaching
experience, taught at Kings for a monthly salary of $99.00. The annual school year
lasted 160 days in 1946.23

Elementary Supervisor’s Monthly Report, Gibson Co., August 1941 and September 1941, and copies of
daily schedules, Record Group 273, Series IV, Box 42, Folder 19, TSLA.
20 Elementary Supervisor’s Monthly Report, Gibson Co., July 1942, January 1943, and March 1943, and
listing of January Activities for 1943, Record Group 273, Series IV, Box 42, Folder 20, TSLA.
21 “War Stamp Sales Program in County Schools,” undated newspaper clipping, filed after the Elementary
Supervisor’s Monthly Report for February 1943, and listing of February Activities for 1943, Record Group
273, Series IV, Box 42, Folder 20, TSLA; Report of Wartime Services of King’s Chapel Elementary
School, 1943-1944, War Services Reports, Gibson County, 1943-44, Record Group 273, Series IV, Box
50, Folder 12, TSLA.
22 Nearby Bell’s Chapel School closed in 1946. The building was torn down, the lumber sold, and the land
re-acquired by the heirs of the former owner. Rutherford Heritage Committee, In and Around Rutherford,
74-75.
23 The county had fourteen one-teacher schools for African American students. Altogether, there were
fifty-two white elementary schools and twenty-five black elementary schools in the county. Annual
Statistical Report of Gibson County for school year ending June 30, 1946, Record Group 273, Series I,
Box 7, Folder 27, TSLA.
19
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Lily Mount would be the last teacher at Kings Chapel, which closed in 1947.24 David
Bailey King, who owned Kings Chapel Farm until retiring to Rutherford in the 1950s,
bought the property back when the school closed.25

Figure 10: Courtesy of Margaret King Valentine, this image taken from the farm in 1959 shows the school building on
the hill in the background.

The next owner of the farm, David and Ozell Kings son Emerson King, moved the
school building onto the farm during the early 1960s and used it as a barn to store hay
and corn. During the 1950s and ‘60s, Emerson grew corn and cotton and had a small
herd of Jersey cattle, whose milk he sold to “Pet Milk.” More recently, the family has
raised beef cattle, which visited the porch of the former school for their cattle mineral.
Current farm owners Margaret King Valentine, Albert Valentine, and Thomas King are
committed to stabilizing the school building and honoring its historic value.26
24

Tennessee Century Farms File, Kings Chapel Farm (1909); Rutherford Heritage Committee, Rutherford
Revisited, 83. Additional teachers (not previously mentioned in this report) at Kings Chapel over the
years, as listed in Rutherford Revisited, were Mildred (Kay) Harris, Rebecca (McIlwain) Sharp, Karen
(Carroll) Howell, Frances Hudson, and Mrs. John Sanford of Dyer.
25 E-mail from Janet Dowlen to the Center for Historic Preservation, Jan. 10, 2019, Center for Historic
Preservation Files; Rutherford Heritage Committee, In and Around Rutherford, 112-113; Tennessee
Century Farms File, Kings Chapel Farm (1909).
26 E-mail from Janet Dowlen to the Center for Historic Preservation, Jan. 10, 2019, and e-mail from Janet
Dowlen to Antoinette van Zelm, Jan. 11, 2019, Center for Historic Preservation Files; Rutherford Heritage
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BUILDING DOCUMENTATION
The schoolhouse at Kings Chapel Century Farm faces south on Gravettes Crossing
West in Rutherford, Gibson County, Tennessee. The farm owners moved the building
from its original location, which was several yards west of where it sits now, to use the
building for farm-related storage.
CURRENT SITE
The schoolhouse is part of a farm building complex located on the north side of
Gravettes Crossing West just behind the family’s mid-twentieth-century ranch-style
house.

Fig.10: Schoolhouse encircled in white
Committee, In and Around Rutherford, 112-113; Tennessee Century Farms File, Kings Chapel Farm
(1909); Visit with Margaret King Valentine, Albert Valentine, and Eddy G. Clark at Kings Chapel Farm,
Feb. 28, 2019.
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FORMER SITE
During our site visit in February 2019, the property owners informed us that the
schoolhouse was moved from an area just west of its current location to be used as a
farm building. The original location is further evidenced by a historic photograph that
shows the schoolhouse in its original location. As seen in photos below, the
schoolhouse sat on a gentle rise, near where a late-20th-century brick house is currently
standing.

Fig.11: Schoolhouse visible in background of 1959 photo. Photographer facing west.
Image provided by property owners.

Fig.12: 2019 view of schoolhouse’s original location. Photographer facing west.
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Whether as an alternative to demolition, or a more practical alternative to constructing
new buildings, people have been relocating all kinds of buildings for as long as it has
suited them to do so. In the United States, people have been relocating buildings since
at least the late eighteenth century, making the relocation of the schoolhouse a local,
rural example of this traditional and practical, but not always recognized, buildingrelated activity.27
Sometimes when a building is moved, it receives a new function, extending its use and
thus its life. In the case of the schoolhouse at Kings Chapel Century Farm, the
relocation and reuse of the building has enabled its general preservation. Though some
changes have been made to the schoolhouse for it to function as a farm building, the
general form and some of the historic character-defining features remain. These factors
make the schoolhouse at Kings Chapel an excellent example of the traditional
resourcefulness of farm families as well as a great example of a historic building that
has evolved over time.28

Fig.13: 1956 aerial view of schoolhouse from the records of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, courtesy of Eddy G. Clark.

27

John Obed Curtis, Moving Historic Buildings, U.S. Department of the Interior, Technical Preservation
Services Division (Washington, D.C., 1979), 1.
28 That the schoolhouse retains some of its historic character-defining features does not make the
building eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. This report is not meant to consider
such eligibility, nor do the property owners wish to pursue such a designation. Despite this, the
schoolhouse remains an interesting and valuable example of historic building relocation and adaptive
reuse of buildings, specifically on Tennessee farms.
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BUILDING DESCRIPTION - EXTERIOR

Fig. 14: Façade and eastern elevation of converted schoolhouse.
Images that date to 1924 indicate that the schoolhouse was built in a restrained
Craftsman style, a popular architectural style of the era. The building’s two long, narrow
classrooms are parallel to the roof’s ridgeline, running the length of the building. The
building measures approximately 42’ wide and 44’ deep. It sits off the ground, as little as
6 inches in some places, and as high as 18 inches in others, on piers of cement, stone,
and brick.

Fig.15: 1924 image of schoolhouse at its original location. Image courtesy of the
Tennessee State Library and Archives (Record Group 91: Tennessee State Board of
Education Records, 1815-1958, Box 29, #438).
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A modern, corrugated metal roof covers the front-facing gable roof and extends
approximately 14’ on either side of the building, creating open shed-roof spaces that
flank the schoolhouse. There is also a smaller shed-roof addition at the rear of the
building. The original wooden soffits, exposed rafter tails, and decorative brackets
beneath the eaves are character-defining features that indicate the building’s prior life
as a community school building.
The centrally located gable-roof portico, also covered in corrugated metal, dominates
the façade of the building and is also an immediately noticeable indication of earlier,
different use. Beneath the portico is an incised porch with two doorways, each leading
to its respective side of the building. The single-leaf doors are original to the
schoolhouse.

Fig. 16: East front door

Fig. 17: West front door

The portico’s roof retains its wooden soffits, rafter tails, and decorative eaves brackets
that match those on the larger roof structure. Painted weatherboards clad the portico’s
pediment. Markings on the underside of the portico roof indicate that square columns
once supported the portico at the two corners furthest from the building. The presence
of columns is also supported by photographic evidence that indicates Craftsman-style
columns atop brick piers once supported the portico roof. The weight of the portico roof
is currently supported by wire suspended from the wooden eaves bracket at the center
of the gable roof, directly above it.
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Fig. 18: Mark of missing support column. Notice the rafter tails (left) and the eaves
brackets (right).

Fig. 19: Undated class photo showing square columns on brick piers. Image provided
by property owners.
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Fig.20: Arrows indicate wire from eaves bracket supporting weight of the portico roof.
Corrugated sheets of metal clad the façade of the building, presumably covering the
original weatherboard that is still visible on the east and west elevations. The metal on
the facade covers two window openings on each side of the portico, as evidenced by
historic photos of the building. The east and west elevations of the building are still clad
in weatherboard. The diagonal board sheathing beneath the weatherboard is exposed
on the west elevation.

Fig. 21: Weatherboard and sheathing on west elevation of the building.
A series, or “battery,” of six windows were originally located on the east and west
elevations. Some of the window frames on the west elevation have been cut to
accommodate the building’s use as a storage building. Though the sashes are missing,
the window battery on the east elevation is a more intact example of the original window
arrangement.

21
The arrangement of windows in this schoolhouse was purposeful and is a hallmark of
Progressive Era ideas that upheld natural lighting as “an essential aspect of school
hygiene for the conservation of children’s eyesight and general sanitation.”29 To prevent
“cross-lighting” which could cause inconsistent light levels and eyestrain, school
designers and builders began to embrace the idea of “unilateral” lighting, where sunlight
enters the classroom from one direction. Following this strategy, a building that faced
east or west often had classrooms arranged along the front or back wall. While
schoolhouses that faced north or south, like the one at Kings Chapel Farm, had their
classrooms along the east and west walls.

Fig. 22: Weatherboard and window frames on east elevation of building.

29

Mary S. Hoffschwelle, The Rosenwald Schools of the American South (Gainesville: University Press of
Florida, 2006), 95.
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BUILDING DESCRIPTION - INTERIOR
The two front doors on the facade lead to separate but symmetrical parts of the building.
The different spaces are parallel, with each comprised of a long classroom that runs the
length of the building north to south. Separate small rooms, likely used as cloakrooms
and storage, are located along the southern wall of both classrooms. The façade
windows, visible in historic photos of the building and now covered from the outside with
metal, originally lit these separate spaces and are still invisible from the interior. Each of
the classrooms also has a doorway to outside in the north walls near the stud wall that
divides them.
EAST CLASSROOM

Fig. 23: Entrance to cloak room in east classroom.

Fig. 24: East cloakroom, sash windows visible.

The east classroom retains its original floors and some of its horizontal, tongue-andgroove wall paneling. The wall dividing the east and west classroom has been stripped
down to the studs. The tongue-and-groove paneling is still visible around the window
battery and the cloakroom. As mentioned before, the window sashes are missing but
the frames remain. The original windows were more than likely double-hung sash
windows, meaning they could have been lowered from the top or lifted from the bottom
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to regulate airflow. “Breeze windows” are located in the wall dividing the classrooms.
The windows facilitated airflow through both sides of the building.

Fig. 25: Battery of windows in east classroom. Notice paint on walls is still visible.
Photographer facing northeast.

Fig. 26: Stud wall dividing the classrooms with “breeze windows.” Photographer facing
northwest.
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Fig. 27: Photographer facing southeast. Notice stud wall of cloakroom to the right.
WEST ROOM
At the time of survey, the west classroom space contained much more debris and
storage items than did the east classroom. The stud wall dividing the cloakroom from
the classroom has been all but taken down. The cloakroom itself retains some of its
tongue-and-groove wall paneling. The double-hung sash windows in the cloakroom that
used to light the space are visible.

Fig. 28: Looking into west cloakroom, where wall cladding and some studs have been
removed.
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Some of the vertical structural pieces of the window battery in the west classroom have
been cut. Tongue-and-groove wainscoting is still partially intact beneath the windows.
The tongue-and-groove paneling on the stud wall that divides the room is also largely
intact.

Fig. 29: Battery of windows in west classroom. Photographer facing southwest.

Fig. 30: Stud wall dividing classrooms clad in tongue-and-groove, “breeze windows”
visible. Photographer facing east. Blue band was likely the place of the blackboard.
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BUILDING SUMMARY
During our visit in February 2019, the property owners did not express a desire to
restore the schoolhouse, as it still functions as a farm building. The above report notes
the original, character-defining features of the building from its days as a schoolhouse,
as well as the changes that have occurred over time to adapt the building for its current
use. The lack of excessive water damage inside the building indicates the owners have
kept a good roof on the structure, which has preserved some of its historic wooden
elements. The building also sits up off the ground. This has prevented farm animals
from entering and is preventing the building from sitting in moist soil, manure, or
standing water. The consistent, functional roofing system and elevation of the building
above the ground has played, and will continue to play, a large role in the preservation
of this building as a schoolhouse that is now part of a working farm.
However, two issues were discussed with the property owners and should be
addressed as soon as possible:


The floor of the porch/entryway needs to be stabilized. The sills should be
inspected for the extent of deterioration and continued ability to bear weight, and
replaced if necessary.



The property owners may consider replacing the columns that once held up the
porch roof. Supports need not be historically accurate, but distributing the weight
directly down to the ground, instead of through the roofing framework will place
less stress on the building and would also be a support system less hazardous to
people and animals.
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Considering the wishes of the property owners, the Center for Historic Preservation at
MTSU prepared this report primarily for historical and documentary purposes, all of
which add to the documentation and understanding of the history of the Kings Chapel
Century Farm.
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Appendix A: Pupil Distribution of Gibson County, 1935-1936

Figure 31: Pupil Distribution of Gibson County Map, 1935-36, showing schools, including Kings Chapel in upper left
(U.S. Office of Education, “Pupil Distribution of Gibson County, 1935-1936,” State of Tennessee: County Educational
Maps, 1935-36 (Nasvhille: Tennessee State Department of Education, 1937), published digitally by Digital Initiatives,
James E. Walker Library, Middle Tennessee State University).

29
Appendix B: Daily Schedules for One- and Two-Teacher Schools in Gibson
County, August 1941

Figures 32-34: Mary Baker, Superintendent of Elementary Schools for Gibson County, noted on her monthly report
for August 1941 that she had visited Kings Chapel and Bell's Chapel to explain the new daily schedules to their
teachers. Elementary Supervisor’s Monthly Report, Gibson Co., August 1941, and copies of daily schedules, Record
Group 273, Series IV, Box 42, Folder 19, TSLA.
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