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A Driving Tour
The Monterey Hospital was a converted warehouse that
housed dozens of Confederate wounded after the Battle
Post Office Road on left

2. Monterey Hospital

About 200 yards southwest of the Sanders Cemetery is the
Pea Ridge Overlook, so called because of the name used
in military descriptions of this high-point divide between
the watersheds of the Tennessee and Mississippi Rivers.
From this point looking south you can see water towers of
Farmington and Corinth, both sites of considerable battles.
The Union Army controlled this vantage point from April 29,
1862, until they abandoned the area in 1864. John T.

5. Pea Ridge Overlook
Map Courtesy of Cook Coggin Engineering, Inc.

The Civil War touched every part of Tennessee, nowhere
more profoundly than southern McNairy County. Here in
April 1862, at the crossroads of Michie (a tiny place known
150 years ago as Monterey), Confederate commanders
made their final plans before the Battle of Shiloh. This town
lay in the direct line between Corinth and Pittsburgh Landing
on the Tennessee River. Troops that fought one of the most
significant battles of the Civil War passed this way.

South of the Michie Water Towers on Post Office Road is a
dirt road to the right leading to the historic Sanders Cemetery. It was named for Benjamin Sanders, who helped found
the village of Monterey around 1847 when he built a general
store that also was the meeting and polling place for McNairy County’s 9th District. Confederate soldiers were buried
here after the Civil War, as well as federal soldiers who died
in the Union Hospital tent that was set up in the village in
May 1862. The remains of 184 Union soldiers were moved
from this cemetery to the Shiloh National Cemetery by 1868.

4. Sanders Cemetery
The edge of the ridge provided a natural location for
placement of rifle pits and artillery. Confederate forces
held these in place from mid-to-late April 1862 in an effort
to protect Monterey’s strategic location, its commanding
heights, and its many converging roads.
Post Office Road on left near Monterey Hospital site

3. Confederate rifle pits/artillery site

Benson J. Lossing, 1866
of Shiloh. Benson J. Lossing sketched the hospital in 1866
when he visited Monterey.
Trowbridge, a Northern journalist, remarked in December
1865: “A crest . . . showed us a magnificent sweep of level
country on the west and south, like a brown wavy sea, with
tossed tree tops for breakers.”

Across from the Old Monterey Café is this c.1894 marker,
erected by the Shiloh Park Commission, which notes the
location of C.S. Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston’s camp prior
to the Battle of Shiloh.
6020 Tennessee Highway 22

1. Shiloh Park Commission Marker: Johnston’s Camp
As you explore these special places, please respect private
property. Many sites welcome visitors; others ask that you
view the property from the public right of way. Begin your
tour at Ole Monterey Café parking lot on Highway 22.

Photography by the Tennessee Civil War National Heritage
Area unless otherwise noted
Text by Dr. Carroll Van West

Today, much of the roads and rural landscape that the
soldiers encountered in 1862 remains in place, allowing
you an unparalleled opportunity to step back in time and
experience that forgotten side of the Civil War—how troop
movements and constant skirmishing scarred communities
and impacted families with the ceaseless demands of war
and occupation.

This brochure is a public service project of the Tennessee Civil
War National Heritage Area, a partnership unit of the National
Park Service administered by the Center for Historic Preservation
at Middle Tennessee State University, in partnership with the
Corinth-Shiloh Veterans Memorial Trail Committee. Special
thanks to Laquita Thomson for her active involvement and
insight during the development of the driving tour.

After that horrific bloodbath in early April 1862, almost
every farmhouse and public building became a hospital for
the thousands of Confederate wounded. From the spring
through the summer, the Monterey area remained covered
by armies of both sides as they maneuvered for the decisive
Battle of Corinth in the fall of 1862.
its artillery from Monterey. Though casualties were light, the
federals withdrew north of Wardlow Creek and the Confederates fell back a half mile to the Atkins House, hence the name
of the skirmish.

War Between the Ridges:
Michie’s Civil War Places
and Stories
Family cemetery on John
George Loop Road

Looking north on
Highway 22 of the
skirmish site

14. Pope’s Camp at Mt. Olivet Church

The Shiloh Battlefield Commission marker is located
about 50 yards north of the
state line on the east side of
the road.

Looking across the road
at this point will reveal one of the historic
swales—embankments
that were important as
camping sites for forward
units of both armies. One
of Gen. Buell’s campsites
during the Siege of Corinth was just beyond the woods to
the south.

apprehended near this spot
in May 1862. He asked to get
a drink of water at a nearby house that belonged to
relatives, knowing they would
report his capture to Gen.
Beauregard at Corinth.

11. Tennessee/Mississippi State Line

6. Camp Bush Site and Lead Creek
Montrose Carroll Road at Highway 22

In 1862, the present Montrose Carroll Road and New Hope
Road joined in what was called the Old State Line Road,
which accessed Hamburg Road. On the left of Highway
22 between these roads you see open fields and woods
along Lead Creek, so called because of the hundreds of
lead bullets found along and in the creek bed. Here was
the March 1862 campsite of nine companies of the 18th
Louisiana Regiment (later replaced by the 16th Louisiana)
along with some of the 1st Tennessee Cavalry and Miles
Artillery. The camp was named for Capt. Lewis Bush from
the 18th Louisiana, and its job was to watch the two major
roads—Hamburg Road and Pittsburg Landing Road—as
well as to gather intelligence from the Union Army buildup
at the river landings. From this camp, Lt. Leopold L. Armant of the 18th Louisiana scouted the federal buildup at
Pittsburgh Landing and became a Confederate hero for his
daring. West on New Hope Road (the Old State Line Road)
was David Cogdell’s plantation, where the largest number
of slaves lived in the district.

8. Davies Entrenchment

Highway 22, about a quarter-mile south of Melvin
Qualls Road
During the Siege of Corinth, the Union Army entrenched seven
times in the 22 miles between Shiloh and Corinth. Here is the
only entrenchment that bisected what is now a state highway.

Hamburg Road at Tulu Road

At the Mount Olivet Cemetery and along this ridge was the
location of the Union Army camp of Gen. John Pope, who
camped here on April 28, 1862, as he advanced his soldiers
toward Corinth.

12. Hamburg Road and old log hospital
Acton

Little-changed since the Civil War, Hamburg Road was an important pathway for both armies during the approach to Shiloh
by the Rebels and the Siege of Corinth. One of the only places
the road has changed since the war is here where a curve was
created to accommodate a private landowner. The original
road went straight across. About a half-mile from the Highway
22 and Hamburg Road intersection stood an old log house on
the left that housed both Confederate and Union wounded
soldiers. A brass plate from an Indiana soldier was found in the
chinks when the house was demolished.

9. Rueben Atkins House

8972 Tennessee Highway 22
Private property; view from right of way
The one-story central hall house of Rueben Atkins survived the
Civil War to remain an antebellum landmark on the old Corinth
Pittsburg-Landing Road.

Old Hamburg Road

The hospital stood near
these two large trees.

15. Atkins’ Mill Skirmish
Tulu Road

At the bottom of the hill, Little Lick Creek is bridged on the
small county road that connects Hamburg Road and Highway 22. Here, Ephraim Atkins, one of five Atkins brothers
who came to McNairy County from North Carolina in 1832,
had a grist mill. It was the site of a skirmish as Confederate
cavalry encountered Union scouts on April 26, 1862.
The mill once stood
along the banks of
the creek.

13. Saulter’s Chapel C.M.E. Church
940 Hamburg Road

7. Skirmish of Atkins House

Melvin Qualls Road and Price Road intersection
On top of the hill at this intersection is the site of the skirmish
between U.S. Gen. David S. Stanley’s scouts and Confederate Gen. Patton Anderson’s unit that had just withdrawn

10. Capture of Confederate spy Dewitt Clinton Fort
At 9959 Highway 22, turn west on the paved John George
Loop Road that returns to Highway 22 at the Mississippi
State Line.

This historic congregation, which worships in a church built
in 1975, developed from the enslaved and freed peoples of
southern McNairy County in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. At the time of the Civil War, 68 enslaved people lived
and worked in this district of the county.

Dewitt Clinton Fort, a Confederate spy from Corinth, was

To complete the south loop, continue north on the winding
Tulu road. When it intersects Highway 22 (the old CorinthPittsburg Landing Road or the Shiloh Road), go left climbing
back up Pea Ridge to return to Michie. Go right on this road
to the Shiloh Battlefield and Park.

