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Formers' Corner
Torren Gatson graduated with his Ph.D.
in the MTSU Public History program in
2018, and since then has been working
as Assistant Professor at the University
of North Carolina, Greensboro. In
addition to teaching undergraduate and
graduate courses, Gatson is
completing his book manuscript, The
Quiet Storm: The Combative Tactics of the NAACP Against Unfair Housing Laws and
Practices, as well as two forthcoming articles. Also forthcoming is a new digital
platform, the Black Craftspeople Digital Archive, which he is working on with another
CHP Former. He emphasizes the importance of community engagement and the
place-centered approach that he learned at the CHP as essential to how he teaches
and researches public history. To view the video, click here (and be sure to turn the
volume up).

Scholars
Celebrating 15 years of Battlefield
Reclamation
Franklin's Charge was established in 2003 to
coordinate local, state, and national efforts to reclaim
lands and properties associated with the bloody Battle
of Franklin (1864). CHP graduate research assistant
and Ph.D. student Colbi Layne W. Hogan spent a
portion of her residency last year working with
Franklin's Charge to write an institutional history of
their efforts over the years. The resulting booklet, The
Franklin's Charge Story, documents how the group has
successfully reclaimed more than 150 acres of land in
Franklin's Charge, Inc.,
Williamson County and opened them to the public. One
represents a success story of
of the largest acquisitions, now the Eastern Flank
public-private partnerships to
Battlefield Park, used to be a golf course and country
reclaim lands for historic
club. In addition to battlefield reclamation, Franklin's
preservation, education, and
Charge is also committed to educating the public about
heritage tourism.
the Civil War history told at these sites, especially
bringing out the experiences of African Americans for a
more comprehensive story of all the communities involved in making these sites
historic.
About her experiences working on this project, Colbi says, "I interviewed individuals
from the public and private sector, and researched the trials and successes of the
organization’s fifteen-year history using newspapers, deeds, and even hand-written
notes. Franklin’s Charge is the perfect example of why public history is both difficult
and rewarding. So much of the group’s success was and is reliant on handshakes and
relationships, which made researching the history different than digging in an archive."
You can read her blog about her experiences here. Research and writing for the
booklet was also provided by CHP director Dr. Carroll Van West.—Stacey Graham,
research professor

Partners
New West Tennessee Driving
Tour Brochure
“War Between the Ridges: Michie’s
Civil War Places and Stories,” a new
driving tour featuring southern McNairy
County in West Tennessee, is the
Tennessee Civil War National Heritage
Area’s newest heritage tourism
offering. Developed in partnership with
the Corinth-Shiloh Veterans Memorial
Heritage Area director Dr. Carroll Van West, left,
shares the newly published driving tour brochure Trail Committee, the tour incorporates
fifteen sites in and around Michie, a
with local partners in Michie.
small rural community that experienced
the impact and aftermath of the April
1862 Battle of Shiloh, one of the Civil War’s most violent and devastating battles.
In the spring of 1862, the small community of Michie (then known as Monterey)
witnessed the war firsthand when Confederate commanders gathered to make their
final plans before Shiloh. When the battle ended, farmhouses and public buildings
were transformed into hospitals for the thousands of wounded Confederate soldiers
desperate for medical care. Soldiers from both armies continued to crisscross Michie
as they assembled for the Battle of Corinth later that fall.
This tour is a great example of what can be accomplished when dedicated
organizations and residents in small communities work in partnership with the
Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area. Unlike so many places that have been
radically changed by rapid development, the area around Michie remains remarkably
unchanged. From skirmish sites to wartime hospitals to cemeteries, this tour takes
visitors on a journey through a rural landscape remarkably reminiscent of the one that
soldiers and residents occupied in 1862.—Laura Holder, federal liaison, Tennessee
Civil War National Heritage Area

Leaders
Excitement Builds for the
Centennial of Woman Suffrage
2020 will be filled with
commemorations of the passage of the
Nineteenth Amendment giving
American women the right to vote.
Tennessee’s key role in the drama—
becoming the “Perfect 36” when it
supplied the final vote necessary for
ratification—gives an added incentive
for celebration in the Volunteer State.

This 1920 photograph from the Library of
Congress documents leadership from across the
state in support of the ratification of the 19th

In 2017, the Center for Historic
Amendement.
Preservation helped found the
Tennessee Woman Suffrage
Centennial Collaborative (TWSCC) to promote the 2020 anniversary that is now upon
us. Since then, the TWSCC has held free “Road to Suffrage” symposia in Knoxville
(March 2018) and Memphis (March 2019), along with teacher workshops organized by
Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU.
Now it is our turn, on March 17, 2020, to host a free symposium in Murfreesboro on
the campus of MTSU. Mark your calendars for 2:30 p.m. that afternoon, when two
excellent speakers will come to the Student Union Ballroom to talk about the origins
and context of the woman suffrage movement. Dr. Laura Free, author of Suffrage
Reconstructed: Gender, Race, and Voting Rights in the Civil War Era (2015) and a
professor at Hobart and William Smith Colleges, will speak on “Intersections: The
Promise and Perils of the Early Woman Suffrage Movement.” Dr. Free’s visit is
supported by the MTSU Distinguished Lecture Fund.
The afternoon’s second speaker will be Dr. Minoa Uffelman, a professor at Austin Peay
State University and an authority on Tennessee women’s history, who will address
“Tennessee Women in the Progressive Era: Not Just Suffrage, but Different Concepts
of Reform.” Following Dr. Uffelman’s talk, there will be a thirty-minute Q&A session,
and audience members will be encouraged to ask lots of questions of the presenters.
Dr. Tiffany Momon, a CHP alumnus and currently a professor at Sewanee: The
University of the South, will moderate the symposium.
For more news about the centennial of woman suffrage, check out the TWSCC
Facebook page, the state’s Tennessee Woman Suffrage Centennial Web site (which
includes a monthly calendar), and the 2020 MTSU National Woman’s History Month
initiative.—Antoinette van Zelm, assistant director

Upcoming
February 6—Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, “Cold War,”
East Tennessee History Center, Knoxville.
February 29—Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, “Migration,”
East Tennessee History Center, Knoxville
March 13—Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, Tennessee
Council for the Social Studies Conference, Cool Springs.
March 17—Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, “Road to
Suffrage,” Murfreesboro.
March 17—Road to Suffrage Symposium, Murfreesboro
April 1—CHP fellow Kate Hughes speaks on African American craftsmen of the
potteries of Old Edgefield District, South Carolina, Heritage Center,
Murfreesboro
April 17—Cemetery Preservation Workshop, Mt. Olive Cemetery, Clarksville
May 2—Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, “Industrial
Revolution,” East Tennessee History Center, Knoxville.
June 4—Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, Discover Tennessee
History Conference, Harrogate.
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