SLAVERY IN RUTHERFORD COUNTY
PRIMARY SOURCE SET
In 1810, there were 2,701 slaves living in Rutherford County. By 1860, that number had risen
to 12,984. Below you will find primary sources related to slavery in Rutherford County as well
as suggested activities to explore this topic in more depth.

Rutherford County population, 1810-1860 (from census records)
Year

Total
Whites
Population

Slaves

Free
Blacks

1810

10,265

7,527

2,701

—-

1820

19,552

14,441

5,187

200

1830

26,134

17,324

8,649

161

1840

24,280

15,042

9,072

166

1850

29,122

16,910

11,978

234

1860

27,918

14,934

12,984

190

Runaway slave advertisement, Nashville Union and
American, October 12, 1853.
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RANAWAY.
On the 1st inst., from my farm, the
boy STEPHEN. He is 5 feet 4 or 5
inches high, and is about 28 years
old; of light copper complexion.—
He is acquainted in Nashville, and
also in Rutherford county, and is
supposed to be in the vicinity of one
or the other place. I will give FIFTY
DOLLARS reward if he is apprehended in the State, or ONE
HUNDRED DOLLARS if taken out
of the State, or confined in jail so
that I can get him.
Any information in regard to said
negro can be communicated to Maj.
J.W. Childress, Murfreesboro;
Duncan, Morgan & Co., Nashville,
or the undersigned at Courtland,
Ala.
GEO. W. GARTH

SLAVERY IN RUTHERFORD COUNTY
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In 186, out of a free population of 14,934, only 1,316 people owned slaves. This means that only 8.8% of the free population in Rutherford County were slaveholders.

Slaveholding Statistics in Rutherford County in 1860
# of
slaveholders

Owned
Owned
1-4 slaves 5-9
slaves

1,316

548
(41.64%)

Owned
10-14
slaves

Owned
15-19
slaves

315
178
90
(23.94%) (13.53%) (6.84%)

Owned
20-29
slaves

Owned
30-49
slaves

Owned
50-99
slaves

100
(7.6%)

63
20
(4.79%) (1.52%)

Owned Owned
100200+
199
slaves
slaves

2
0
(0.15%)

Historic Census data comes from the University of Virginia Library, Historical Census Browser,
http://mapserver.lib.virginia.edu/.

Slaveholding Statistics in Tennessee in 1860
Number of
Owners of
slaveholders 1-4 slaves
in state

Owners of
5-19 slaves

Owners of
Owners of
Owners of
20-49 slaves 50-99 slaves 100+ slaves

36,844

14,553
(39.5%)

2,550
(6.9%)

19,179
(52.1%)

335
(0.9%)

47
(0.1%)

Statistics from John C. Willis, University of the South (http://www.sewanee.edu/faculty/willis/Civil_War/tables/
slaveHolders1860.html)

To learn more about slavery in Tennessee, visit these websites:
“Slavery,” from the Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture: http://
tennesseeencyclopedia.net/entry.php?rec=1211
“Slavery,” from Tennessee4Me: http://www.tn4me.org/minor_cat.cfm/minor_id/62/major_id/21/
era_id/4
“Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers’ Project, 1936-1938,” from the Library
of Congress: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/
The Slave Dwelling Project (a website that explores slave housing throughout the United States):
http://slavedwellingproject.org/
Primary source set about the Underground Railroad from Teaching with Primary Sources: http://
library.mtsu.edu/tps/sets/Primary_Source_Set--Underground_Railroad.pdf
“Hope Within a Wilderness of Suffering: The Transition from Slavery to Freedom During Civil War
and Reconstruction in Tennessee”: http://www.tn4me.org/pdf/TransitionfromSlaverytoFreedom.pdf
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Following are primary sources about three different slaveholding families in Rutherford
County: the Murrays, the Jarmons, and the Carneys.
HIRAM MURRAY
Readyville, Tennessee
The Murray farm was established in the 1820s by William H. Murray, and is one of the
earliest farms in southeastern Rutherford County. William came to Rutherford County
from South Carolina and had 1,100 acres of land. In 1847, his son, Hiram W. Murray,
purchased 400 acres of this farm. The slave cabin pictured below was built in 1850
during Hiram’s ownership of the farm. This cabin is the only one that remains; at one
time, it is estimated that there may have been as many as 10 slave houses on the farm.

The slave house on the Murray farm. It measures 18’6” x 16’4”. This building
was likely used as a combination kitchen and living quarters for the family cook.
Photograph taken in 2002.
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Following are primary sources about three different slave holding families in Rutherford
County: the Murrays, the Jarmons, and the Carneys.
HIRAM MURRAY
Readyville, Tennessee
The main house on the Murray farm, the one used by the white Murray family, was first
built in the 1820s by William H. Murray, Hiram’s father. In 1851, Hiram added a stylish
Greek Revival portico (or porch) to the front of the house.

Date of photograph unknown.
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HIRAM MURRAY
Readyville, Tennessee

This is the 1850 slave schedule
for Hiram W. Murray. In 1850
and 1860, the federal
government took a census (or
count) of the slaves in the United States. Although the names
of individual slaves are not listed
on this form, it does list the ages
and gender of each slave. This
schedule shows the slave holdings of Mr. Murray (outlined in
red), who owned 9 slaves in
1850.
Discussion Questions:

How many adults did Mr. Murray
own?
How many children did he own?
Could this have been one
family?
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HIRAM MURRAY
Readyville, Tennessee

This is the 1850 Agriculture Census for Hiram Murray (outlined in red). It shows
what was planted on the farm, and can give insight into the type of work that his
slaves performed.
The agriculture census provides us the following information:
Improved acres of land:
120
Unimproved acres of land: 280
Cash value of farm: $2,000.00
Value of farming implements (tools): $10.00
Horses: 6
Milch cows: 1
Other cattle: 7
Sheep: 16
Swine: 50
Value of livestock: $400.00
Bushels of wheat produced: 50
Bushels of Indian corn: 1000
Bushels of oats produced:100
Bushels of Rye produced:8
Discussion Questions:
Looking at the types of products the Murray farm produced, what type of work do you
think the Murray slaves performed?
What, if any, tasks do you think the slave children on this farm performed?
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HIRAM MURRAY
Readyville, Tennessee

This is the 1850 population census for Hiram Murray (outlined in red). It shows how
many free people lived in his household, his occupation, and the value of his home.
In that year, Hiram Murray was aged 27 and his occupation was listed as farmer. The
value of his real estate is $3,000.00. His wife, Nancy, is aged 27, and there is one son,
Davis B., aged 4. There is also a female living in the household named Esther Reese,
who is 12.

Discussion Questions:
Looking at the information we have on the Murray family, how wealthy do you think they
were?
What other information might help you assess the family’s wealth?
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Robert H. Jarman (or Jarmon)
Lascassas, Tennessee
The Jarman farm was established between 1850 and 1860 by Robert Hall Jarman.
Robert’s father, Robert H. Jarman, emigrated to Wilson County, Tennessee in 1796
from North Carolina. Robert Hall Jarman established his farm south of his parents’
house across the county line in Rutherford County. The slave cabin pictured below was
built after 1850, and was one of 3 slave houses that were on the Jarman farm.

The slave house on the Jarman farm measures 22’9” x 17’ and is a double pen (2 room)
saddlebag building. There is a rear addition added after 1860. Photograph taken in
2001.
Discussion question: How does this cabin compare to the Murray slave cabin?
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Robert H. Jarman (or Jarmon)
Lascassas, Tennessee
The main house on the Jarman farm was built between 1850 and 1860. It is a two-story
frame house and is considered to be an excellent example of middle Tennessee
antebellum architecture.
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Robert H. Jarman (or Jarmon)
Lascassas, Tennessee

This is the 1860 slave
census for Robert
Jarman (outlined in red).
It shows that he owned 19
slaves, including several
children and an infant. In
fact, the majority of the
slaves were under the
age of 18.
Discussion Questions:
How many adults did the
Jarman family own?
How many children?
Does the Jarman family
own more slaves than the
average Tennessean or
fewer slaves?
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Robert H. Jarman (or Jarmon)
Lascassas, Tennessee

This is the 1860 Agriculture Census for R.H. Jarmon. It shows what type of crops he grew, and
gives insight into the type of labor his slaves may have performed.
The agriculture census shows us the following information:
Improved acres of land: 150
Unimproved acres of land: 250
Cash value of farm: $12,000.00
Value of farming implements (tools): $300.00
Horses: 12
Asses and Mules:2
Milch cows: 4
Other cattle: 4
Sheep: 60
Swine: 60
Value of livestock: $1,600.00
Bushels of wheat produced: 150
Bushels of Indian Corn: 2000
Pounds of wool produced: 60
Bushels of Irish Potatoes: 20
Bushels of Sweet Potatoes: 60
Pounds of Butter produced: 200
Value of animals slaughtered: 125
Discussion Question:
Looking at the agriculture census, what type of work do you think the Jarman slaves performed?
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Legrand Carney
Murfreesboro, Tennessee
Legrand H. Carney was a wealthy and successful merchant in Murfreesboro. Born in
1808, Carney married Katherine Wells Lytle, a descendant of Captain William Lytle.
Carney owned a dry goods store on the public square, property in town, and a farm in
the country. One of his daughters, Kate Carney, kept a diary for much of her life. While
she destroyed much of her diary in the 1870s, the portion from 1859-1862 remains.
This diary, along with census information, can provide information about slave life within
this prominent Murfreesboro family.

1860 population census for Legrand Carney (outlined in red). The value of his real estate was
estimated at $228,000, and the value of his personal estate was valued at $185,000. The occupation listed for Legrand Is merchant and farmer. The whites living in the household were
L.H. Carney (male, 52), C.W. (female, 46), L.H. (male, 15), Roseline (female, 10), E.L. (female,
8), H.L. (male, 5), ? (female, 2), and Mr. Miller (male, 40, laborer).
Discussion Question:
Is Kate listed in this census entry?
If not, why do you think she is not included? (For a hint, look at her diary entry for July 16,
1860.)
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Legrand Carney
Murfreesboro, Tennessee

1860 Slave schedule for Legrand
Carney. In that year, he owned 64
slaves, as enumerated here. They
ranged in age from 2-70. Carney is
listed as having 10 slave houses.
Discussion Question:
Does Legrand Carney own more or
fewer slaves than the average slaveholder in Tennessee?
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Legrand Carney
Murfreesboro, Tennessee
Legrand’s daughter, Kate, kept a diary during her early years. The portion dating from
1859-1862 still exists. Below are excerpts from Kate’s diary that either mention specific
slaves or her thoughts about the family slaves. Please note that Kate uses language, such as
referring to slaves as “darkies,” that was the terminology used at the time.
Persons mentioned in diary of Kate Carney:

Priscy (slave)
Monday (slave)
Josy (slave)
Andrew (slave)
Leathy (slave)

Peter (also known as Uncle Peter) (slave)
Mildred (the cook) (slave)
Idella (slave)
Millie (slave)
Dr. Wilson (Kate’s brother in law, married to her sister,
Mary. They married in Jan. 1859)
Legrand (Either Kate’s brother (b. 1844) or a nephew, b. 1859 (son of John L. Carney))
Betsy (slave)
Brother John (John L. Carney, b. 1837; Kate’s brother)
Jan. 3, 1859
“I went up to the College, and had Millie to carry for me, my Guitar, box, and some frames for
my pictures, after I got up there found I had forgotten my keys, and had to send back for
them. Leathy came up to the College, to ask me what I did with the key I had, and I sent one
of my pictures home by her; and then I came at dinner time, I brought another with me.”
Jan. 12, 1859
“I was up to the College this evening, but did not take a Guitar lesson as I forgot my music,
but I varnished a picture over. It was a picture of Washington. I sent another one of my pictures home by Andrew.”
Feb. 11, 1859
“Ma sent Uncle Peter up to Dr. Avent’s to see how Sister Amanda was, and he came back
with the news, that Ma had another grandson, born last night at ten o’clock.”
Feb. 14, 1859
“Uncle Peter (a colored man), is sick with a pain in side. I understand he has a cake in his
side, where he hurt himself, by falling off the barouche.”
Feb. 15, 1859
“Legrand handed me quite a number of letters. One was for Dr. Wilson, another was for
Leathy (servant out the farm), a valentine for little Leathy in town, and two for myself.”
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Legrand Carney
Murfreesboro, Tennessee
Kate Carney Diary excerpts (cont.)
Feb. 16, 1859
“The negroes that Pa gave Sister Mary came in from the farm. Old Uncle Jack (colored man)
came in to tell her goodbye, and also Isabella (Ma’s cook she used to have), came up tonight
to tell Sister Mary goodbye also.”
Feb. 18, 1859
“This morning, before day, Pa and Ma started down to Nashville to tell Sister Mary goodbye.
The servants started also at the same time that Pa had given Sister Mary. I went out & told
most of them farewell. Betsy rode with Ma in the carriage to the Depot & her Mother (who was
going that far with her) went up beside Monday, who drove. The rest of the darkies went on
the wagon, and as it was pouring down rain, they all got pretty well drenched.”
March 9, 1859
“I wrote a note to Nannie, but I think (since it went) I made several mistakes in it, about
several things, which I have found to be different. I made the servant boy Andrew run down to
the fence & give it to Cousin Sammie, as he passed.”
March 16, 1859
“I was not down when the family took breakfast and Ma would not have any put up for me, but
when I went down I made Mildred get me some from the kitchen, but Ma would not let me
have the keys to get any sugar or butter, which vexed me not a little.”
April 29, 1859
“This morning, about four o’clock we were awaken by Priscy saying that there was a fire up
town & when day came we found out it was Mr. Bob Reeds, kitchen & smokehouse that was
burned up.”
July 4, 1859
“Then Brother John took Brother Will in his buggy and they went into town. They took in the
servant by the name of “Tennessee”, belonging to Uncle E. that Brother John has had nursing
Legrand. They returned from town before town before dinner and brought a servant from Mr.
Miller’s to nurse the child unlike Tennessee, she had plenty of milk . . . She seems to be a
good servant, & very fond of the child.”
July 6, 1859
“Brother John sent the servant home he got the other day from Mr. Miller, & Ma is going to
send to Mr. Lunsford Blacks after a servant & her baby for little Legrand.”
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Legrand Carney
Murfreesboro, Tennessee
Kate Carney Diary excerpts (cont.)
July 19, 1859
“Just before supper Brother John, Sister Amanda, Mary Turner, Brother John’s baby and
servant & her child came in to take supper, & go up to the Springs, also Mary Lytle.”
July 15, 1860
“The carriage was ready waiting with Legrand in it ready to meet us, while Andrew for footman & Monday for the driver, Uncle Peter with his broad grin of welcome stood by the cart
ready for our baggage. How my heart throbs, as I ride once more, through the dear familiar
streets, after being absent so long. All were ready to meet us, as we drove up, from Aunt
Beck Snell, down to Idella, the little darkey, our cook’s youngest. Rosay, Helen, Jennie, not
mentioning old & young, little & big servants that came in to welcome me home.”
April 18, 1861
“A lovely day. Sister & I sewed on my other muslin dress. Betsy, the servant assisted us
yesterday on my other, by hemming my ruffles.”
May 18, 1862
“Two Yanks came here and asked for some flowers, I told Leathy (the servant) she might get
them some, for I don't speak to them. One of them seem to be very much pleased with her.
She tied them each a bouquet, & they gave her each 5 cents for her trouble.”
June 9, 1862
“Rather cool for this time of year. Miss Angie Wheeler (whom I met at Mrs. Winship's after
cousin Ann) said her Pa said this weather reminded him of the time the cholera was so bad
here. It was holiday for Andrew, & I could not take him up behind the buggy, so I had to take
Emma & drive myself.”
July 3, 1862
“A Yankee rode up here, & I sent Prisy out to see what he wanted & he said Dr. Fritz wanted
some wine, if Ma would please send him some. He is the old sick Frenchman that Bettie & I
used to say guarded the house with his canteen. We didn't have any wine, but I permitted
(against my will) Prisy to put some cordial into his bottle.”
July 8, 1862
“Our little army outside of town numbers 75, but the Yankees did not get to see them. Prisy
seems intensely gratified whenever she hears any bad news for our army & quite angry when
we rejoice over bad news over the Yankees. I understand the Union men are getting
considerably frightened.”
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Legrand Carney
Murfreesboro, Tennessee
Kate Carney Diary excerpts (cont.)
July 19, 1862
“The Yanks issued a proclamation that everything that had been taken from the Yankee
camps must be brought back, or they will be imprisoned. Andrew, one of our negro boys, got
up bright & early & took back everything he and his mother had picked up after the left from
the camps. They wanted to give the clothes back, but he would not take them.”

Monday, July 21, 1862
“I don't trust the negroes now. They have too much of the Yankees about them to suit me.”
Tuesday, July 22, 1862
“I can see the spirits of the servants are ebbing low since the Yankees are pushing along
while they keep moving from this direction.”
Glossary
Barouche: A four-wheeled horse-drawn carriage with a collapsible hood over the rear half, a
seat in front for the driver, and seats facing each other for the passengers, used especially in
the 19th century.
Cholera: An acute, infectious disease, endemic in India and China and occasionally
epidemic elsewhere, characterized by profuse diarrhea, vomiting, cramps, etc.
Cordial: A strong, sweetened, aromatic alcoholic liquor; liqueur.
Muslin: a cotton fabric made in various degrees of fineness and often printed, woven,
or embroidered in patterns, especially a cotton fabric of plain weave, used for sheets and for a
variety of other purposes.

Portrait of Kate Carney.
Photo courtesy of Lee
Emerson.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
The number of slaves in Rutherford County increased from 2,701 in 1810 to 12,984 in
1860. Why do you think the number of slaves in the county increased?
What are some of the differences between the houses that slaves lived in and the houses
that the white owners lived in? Looking at the slave schedules and census records provided, how many people do you think lived in the slave house compared to the number
of whites that lived in the main house.
The majority of Mr. Jarman’s slaves were children. What kind of work do you think they
did on the farm?
Looking at the census record and the slave schedule for Legrand Carney, do you think
he was considered to be a wealthy man?
Reading the excerpts from Kate Carney’s diary, what type of work did the Carney slaves
do? What types of jobs can you identify?
In what ways, if any, did Kate’s feelings about the Carney slaves change after the Civil
War began?
If the Carney slaves, particularly Priscy, could keep a diary, how would it differ from
Kate’s diary? What do you think they would write about Kate?
Looking at the sources provided, describe what you think it was like to be a slave in
Rutherford County.
What sources did you find most useful in coming to your conclusions about slavery?
What other sources do you wish you had?
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