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Formers' Corner
Kelli Gibson graduated from MTSU
with her M.A. in Public History in
2018, writing her thesis on the
historic landscape and redevelopment of a prison complex in East
Tennessee. While working at the
CHP, Kelli developed a story map
for the Tennessee Green Book,
contributed metadata for the Trials,
Triumphs, and Transformations
digital collection, and researched
sites for the Memphis Heritage Trail. After graduation, Kelli worked as an architectural
historian for the TRC consulting group and as a planner with the City of Franklin. She
is currently the manager of easement programs at the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, where she is networking with easement property owners, inspecting
easement sites, and providing technical assistance using the U.S. Secretary of the
Interior’s standards for historic properties. Click here to watch the video.

Scholars
Accessible Tools Help Grow the
Community of Scholars
Maps on smartphones, downloadable hiking
trails, family history search engines, and
historic site apps are now so prevalent it
seems they have always been around. New
generations of “digital natives” in schools
across the United States compete in National
Susan Knowles, Jo Ann McClellan, Zada
History Day. Over the past decade, as a
Law, and Ken Middleton (left to right) have
Tennessee History Day judge, I have seen the
collaborated for several years on the
Web site entries grow in number,
Places, Perspectives digital collection.
sophistication, and originality as students
master online tools and gain confidence in
research and storytelling techniques. These young makers are future contentproviders for a smart society, and there are more and more resources available to
them.
With growing legions of student researchers and armchair genealogists (encouraged
by the nationally televised series Finding Your Roots, hosted by Harvard historian
Henry Louis Gates, Jr.), Tennessee scholars have a burgeoning audience for the work
we are doing to document the state’s 225-year history. Working with community
historians, archivists, and expert genealogists, our MTSU-based team (digital librarian
Ken Middleton, archaeologist and GIS expert Zada Law, and myself) has been racing
to keep up with this awakening interest in place-based history as we develop a
prototype for a statewide research tool. Historic architecture and archaeological
resources, family records, church and school histories, and local tradition are now
accessible through Places, Perspectives: African American Community Building in
Tennessee, 1860-1920.
At the Society of American Archaeology annual meeting (virtual) in April 2021, we had
the opportunity to present this methodology to an international audience during a wideranging session entitled “Historic Archaeology of North America.” Other papers
examined using drones to monitor eroding historic island resources, deploying large
data sets to predict locations of historic shipwreck remains, creating a typology for rest
stops (parajes) on El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro National Historic Trail, and
excavating backyards in Chicago’s Bronzeville neighborhood to find artifacts from the
Civil War’s Camp Douglas.
While GIS (geographic information system) technology has made Places, Perspectives
possible, it is also the network of dedicated, generous researchers who have
transformed this research project into a replicable model for community scholar
engagement. East, Middle, and West Tennessee research leaders Randi Nott and
Dollie Boyd convened meetings in Greene County; county historian Jo Ann McClellan
and county archivist Tom Price did the same in Maury County; and we relied heavily on
the knowledge of county archivist Betsy Rice, county historian Joy Rosser, local
historians/genealogists Lucy Cogbill, John W. Marshall, and Dravidi Q. Pasha in
Fayette County, and Evelyn C. Robertson, Jr., and Cathy Mayfield in Hardeman
County.
Living up to our state’s nickname, they generously volunteered contributions from
personal collections and referred us to hard-to-find sources. This new digital collection
of primary sources from selected counties in East, Middle, and West Tennessee is
already up and running. The online mapping interface will be launched this summer—
interactive story maps will pop up documents, photographs, letters, and property
deeds, giving new meaning to historic ground and remedying some of the erasure of
the past. Freely accessible online tools and scholarly collaboration will expand Places,
Perspectives and other digital platforms that make researching Tennessee history both
easier and more rewarding.—Susan Knowles, digital humanities research fellow

Partners
Cemetery Preservation Workshops

Phyllis Smith of the Mt. Olive
Cemetery Historical

In partnership with local organizations, the Center offers
community-based preservation workshops at historic
cemeteries once or twice a year. These events are
designed to disseminate basic information on cemetery
laws, history, documentation, and maintenance to
audiences of concerned community members and local
enthusiasts, as well as to graduate students in Public
History at MTSU. Over the past year, the workshops
highlighted historic African American urban cemeteries in
Clarksville and Chattanooga.

Preservation Society scrubs

Mt. Olive Cemetery in Clarksville was established in 1817
and today consists of more than seven acres on the
soldier Stirling Campbell.
interior of a city block close to downtown. The cemetery is
the final resting place of several soldiers who served in
United States Colored Troops regiments during the Civil War, as well as prominent
members of the local African American community from the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. Much of the research into this cemetery is available through the Web site of
the Mt. Olive Cemetery Historical Preservation Society, our partner for the October 16,
2020, workshop. Due to COVID-19 protocols, we had to limit the number of
participants for the morning informational presentation, though social distancing was
easy once everyone got out into the cemetery for the afternoon’s cleaning session. You
can catch some of the video clips from this workshop via our YouTube channel’s
Resources for Cemeteries playlist. Thanks to the ongoing efforts of the Mt. Olive
preservation society, this cemetery has just recently been placed on the National
Register of Historic Places.
the tombstone of USCT

The Spring 2021 workshop was held in partnership with the African American
Cemeteries Fund, Preservation Chattanooga, and the Southeast Tennessee
Development District. The Fund works on behalf of two historic African American
cemeteries in the heart of Chattanooga, near Missionary Ridge: Pleasant Garden
(established 1890) and Beck Knob (established 1884). (The Center is currently
working on a National Register nomination for Beck Knob and will soon begin working
on one for Pleasant Garden.) This workshop marks the first time we have held the
morning informational session over Zoom (watch here). The afternoon on-site
tombstone-cleaning session at Pleasant Garden was also a great success, bringing
together descendants, neighbors, students, and preservation-minded community
members. And, as with the Fall workshop, we lucked out with some lovely Tennessee
weather that really highlighted the beauty and peacefulness of these cultural historic
landscapes.
Stay tuned to the CHP cemetery resources Web page for information about upcoming
workshops for the 2021-2022 academic year. —Stacey Graham, research professor

Leaders
Former Students Shaping the Field
Students provide the driving force behind
many of the community-based initiatives
conducted by the Center. During a year that
tested the perseverance of both staff and
students, we still tried to create new ways to
learn and serve—largely by providing
networking opportunities and preparing
students for real-world performance
expectations through hands-on projects. As a
result, despite Covid-19’s challenges, several
current and former Center graduate research
assistants secured influential new positions
with state and federal agencies.

Stefanie Haire (left) and Danielle Shelton
have used their training at the Center to
acquire positions in the field.

Public History Ph.D. candidate Stefanie Haire is the new regional historic preservation
planner for the Southeast Tennessee Development District. While at the CHP, Stefanie
helped develop interpretive panels for the Conner Toll House and the Hiwassee River
Heritage Center expansion. In her new role, she is nominating the Dunlap Mercantile
building and Walden’s Ridge Civic Center to the National Register of Historic Places.
Danielle Shelton, also a Ph.D. candidate, is now serving as a historian with the U.S.
Forest Service Enterprise Program. As a graduate research assistant, Danielle worked
in partnership with Red Clay State Park to complete a cultural resource inventory and
assessment of the park and to develop new museum interpretive panels. As only one
of seven historians at the USFS, she is researching National Forest landscape
histories and evaluating sites for Sections 106 & 110 compliance.
Dr. Aleia Brown (Ph.D., 2016) recently accepted a position as assistant director of
African American History, Culture, and Digital Humanities in the College of Arts and
Humanities at the University of Maryland, where she is working with scholars, content
experts, and artists in Black digital humanities. While at the Center, Aleia co-authored
the booklet “Hub of a Wheel: A Brief Guide to Murfreesboro’s Past,” developed a
heritage development plan for Owingsville, Kentucky, and earned national recognition
for her work on museum dialogues about challenging subjects, as well as for her
dissertation on African American quilts as a form of expression and resistance.
We congratulate these former GRAs as they transition into their new roles and, like
other Center “formers,” take positions as emerging leaders in the fields of preservation
and conservation! We will highlight other success stories in future issues.—Laura
Holder, federal liaison, Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area

Upcoming
May 11 (Online)— Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, "Watch Party:
Amend—Resistance" Webinar.
May 13 (Online)— Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, "Digging In with
TPS—MTSU: Native American Resistance and Removal" Webinar.
May 25 (Online)— Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, "Watch Party:
Amend—Wait" Webinar.
June 10 (Online)— Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, “How Religion
Shaped America” Virtual Workshop with special guest Dr. Andrew Polk, MTSU
Department of History.
June 24 (Online)— Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, “Trail of Tears:
A Comparative Look at the Experiences of Southeastern Tribal Nations” Virtual
Workshop with East Tennessee Historical Society, sponsored by Tennessee Humanities
with special guest Amy Kostine, Trail of Tears Historian.
July 6, 7, 13, 14 (Online)— Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop,
Webinar Series with Tennessee History Day.
July 8-9 (In Person!)— Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, “Strategies
for Teaching the Social Studies Process Standards,” East Tennessee Historical Society,
Knoxville.
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