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Formers' Corner
Catie Latham is the collections
and operations manager at
Historic Castalian Springs, which
oversees Cragfont, Wynnewood,
and Hawthorne Hill, three
historic house properties dating
from the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries.
During her time at the CHP (2018-2020), she worked on an exhibit about the Sewart
Air Force Base for the Heritage Center, and created a driving tour and preservation
plan for the Hickman County Historical Society. Her thesis analyzed the preservation
implications of the sale of the 1925 Hickman County Courthouse. To view Catie's video,
click here. To see a playlist of Formers' Corners videos, click here.

Scholars
Researching Chattanooga's Beck
Knob Cemetery
For the past two years, Center colleagues
have worked with community members in
Chattanooga to help recognize the city’s
oldest African American burial ground, Beck
Knob Cemetery, as part of the Tennessee
Civil War National Heritage Area program.
Beck Knob Cemetery dates to the Civil War
Formerly enslaved people, many of whom
period.
lived and worked in Chattanooga’s
contraband camp during the Civil War,
began using this place to bury their dead in about 1865. Members of the African
American working class that helped create and sustain Chattanooga’s industrial boom
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were buried there until the mid1950s. After developers disturbed the space in 2015, concerned community members
and city officials formed a group to help advocate and care for Beck Knob, as well as
its more high-style counterpart, Pleasant Garden Cemetery.
Dr. Carroll Van West and former Center graduate research assistant Dr. Tiffany
Momon first visited Beck Knob in late 2019. Students in Dr. Momon’s undergraduate
Public History class at Sewanee: The University of the South then conducted census
research on individuals buried there, while Center fieldwork coordinator Savannah
Knies and graduate research assistant Tori Peck mined deeds, city and state death
records, and community memories for the National Register of Historic Places
nomination. Research indicates that the cemetery contains at least 188 documented
burials, of which only about 22 percent are marked. This work owes much to
individuals like Jeanette Mosley, longtime caretaker, community historian, and
descendant of those buried at Beck Knob, whose research into the early history of the
cemetery provided the foundation from which to develop a strong case for the National
Register nomination.
Having successfully listed Beck Knob in the National Register of Historic Places in the
summer of 2021, community members and the Center continue to work closely on
recognizing this important place. Last fall, Knies and Peck developed a preservation
plan that guides the sensitive maintenance and interpretation of the cemetery and
helps prioritize preservation issues. The Center looks forward to continuing this
partnership.—Savannah Knies, fieldwork coordinator

Partners
New Rutherford County Museum

The wall murals in one room of the new
museum transport visitors back to earlier

Rutherford County’s new museum in the
historic antebellum courthouse welcomes
visitors to explore more than 200 years of local
history. Highlighting stories with state and
national significance, the museum brings to
fruition a long-time community goal to have a
museum on the downtown square in
Murfreesboro.

times in downtown Murfreesboro.

The museum occupies five rooms on the first
floor of the Greek Revival courthouse and reflects the vision of County Mayor Bill
Ketron. In 2019, he asked Center Director Dr. Carroll Van West to work with County
Archivist John Lodl to develop exhibits for the new museum. The Center’s programs
manager, Dr. Lydia Simpson, joined West and Lodl to create the museum’s
interpretation plan and research little-known stories about the county’s past.
“Rutherford County is one of the fastest-growing areas in America right now, and it was
long overdue for a space that could tell the story of its past,” says Simpson. “While that
story is admittedly too big for five rooms of exhibits, we hope to keep the museum
current and dynamic with community input.”
Dr. Antoinette van Zelm, the Center’s assistant director, helped with research, writing,
and editing, while Ph.D. graduate assistant Kate Hughes leant her expertise with
artifact placement and description. A generous loan of nineteenth-century furniture and
artifacts by Dr. E.C. and Barbara Tolbert gives the museum the ideal grounding in local
decorative arts. Additional, vital loans by the African American Heritage Society of
Rutherford County, Owen and Sara West, Mike and Denniese Liles, Oaklands
Mansion, and Stones River National Battlefield help tell a range of stories about the
county’s people and places. The Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area and the
Heritage Center of Murfreesboro and Rutherford County are also key partners of the
new museum.
Museum hours are Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM-4:30 PM.—Antoinette van Zelm, assistant
director

Leaders
TPS-MTSU to Create WWII
Homefront Curriculum
Teaching with Primary Sources – MTSU
(TPS-MTSU) has been awarded a $43,000
grant from the Library of Congress to create a
comprehensive curriculum exploring the
World War II homefront in Tennessee. This
pivotal period in our history reshaped the
Manchester (vicinity), Tennessee. Soldiers
landscape of the state and paved the way for
of headquarters company of the Armored
widespread social, economic, and political
Corps lifting a jeep to repair it at their
changes in the second half of the twentieth
bivouac area during Second Army
century. The war also marked a high point in
maneuvers [June 1941]. Courtesy of the
civic engagement as every American was
Library of Congress.
called upon to support, contribute, and
sacrifice for the war effort. The curriculum will
begin with the impact of New Deal programs like the Tennessee Valley Authority and
the Civilian Conservation Corps, which provided infrastructure that proved vital for the
war effort in the state and nation. The project will explore Tennessee’s role in military
operations, the role of civilians and changes in the economy, and how life changed
during and immediately after the war. This curriculum will center Library of Congress
primary sources, such as the FSA/OWI collections and the Veterans History Project,
within activities, while complementing them with primary sources from local Tennessee
collections and archives. Primary partners include the MTSU Albert Gore Research
Center and Tennessee State Parks. Research and writing of the curriculum will be
spearheaded by Dr. Colbi Layne Hogan, a recent graduate of the Public History Ph.D.
program who wrote her dissertation on the development of Oak Ridge and its
displacement of local communities during World War II.
The curriculum will incorporate place-based strategies to help students draw
connections between the content and the places in their communities that connect to
this era. Each unit will provide local and state-wide stories that are often missing from
textbooks and difficult for teachers to locate in a format that is classroom-friendly. The
target audience is 5th-grade Social Studies teachers; high school teachers of U.S.
History & Geography, African American History, and Tennessee History; university and
community college teachers of U.S. and Tennessee History survey courses; and public
historians in small museums, historical societies, and historic sites that connect to the
WWII homefront story. The finished product will be available in a PDF format for easy
download on our TPS-MTSU Web site.—Stacey Graham, research professor

Upcoming
Spring Semester (Online)--TPS-MTSU Virtual Book Club, featuring Why We Love
Pirates: The Hunt for Captain Kidd and How He Changed Piracy Forever, by Rebecca
Simon, with two synchronous meetings in early March and early May and an online
discussion thread.
February 10 (Online)--Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, “Digging in
with TPS—MTSU: Music" Webinar.
February 17 (Online)--Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, “Frances
Perkins and the Role of Secretary of Labor" Webinar with the East Tennessee
Historical Society.
February 22 (Online)—Tennessee 101: Tennessee Women in the Progressive Era:
Shifting Perceptions, featuring Dr. Carroll Van West and Dr. Mary Evins.
March 10 (Online)--Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, “Digging in with
TPS—MTSU: New Deal" Webinar.
March 17 (Online)--Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, "The Cost of
Progress: Examining Labor in Appalachia in the Aftermath of the Second Industrial
Revolution" Breakout Session for National Council for History Education.
March 19 (Online)--Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, "The Struggle
Continues: Engaging with the Long Civil Rights Movement" Breakout Session for
National Council for History Education.
March 31 (Knoxville)--Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, "Back to
Basics: Strategies for Using Primary Sources" Workshop at the East Tennessee History
Center.
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