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Formers' Corner
Dr. Tiffany Momon, who
received both her M.A. and
Ph.D. in Public History from
MTSU, is an assistant
professor in the History
Department at Sewanee:
The University of the South.
She teaches Public History
and serves as the assistant
director of the university's Roberson Project on Slavery, Race, and Reconciliation. Her
research focuses on African American placemaking through cemeteries, churches,
schools, and lodges. Tiffany is also the founder and co-director of the Black
Craftspeople Digital Archive, which received the 2021 Prize for Excellence and
Innovation from the Decorative Arts Trust and was previously a collaborative
partnership project of the Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area. Tiffany has
served as a consultant to museums around the country and has been featured on
Voice of America, among other media outlets. In her video, she talks about her current
scholarly and community work, and she links her teaching philosophy back to her time
doing "boots on the ground" work as a graduate research assistant at the Center for
Historic Preservation.

Scholars
Victoria Peck Receives Dorothy
Williams Potter Scholarship
Victoria Peck, an M.A. graduate research
assistant at the Center for Historic
Preservation, is the latest recipient of the
Dorothy Williams Potter Scholarship in
Historic Preservation. Tori has worked on
several notable projects, including both a
preservation plan and a nomination to the
Tori at the opening of the B’nai Israel
National Register of Historic Places for
Community Center in Butte, Montana, in June
Beck Knob Cemetery in Chattanooga.
2022.
She has also been involved in the
creation of a nomination for the David Hall
Campsite, the first stop by Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., and the voting rights marchers on their way from Selma to
Montgomery, Alabama.
Tori’s M.A. thesis is a continuation of her 2021 summer internship in Butte, Montana,
working with the Historic B’nai Israel Temple on an adaptive reuse project. She has
gone back out to Montana this summer to install exhibits within the temple on the
seventeen different ethnic groups that formed the foundation of the city of Butte. Her
thesis involves a study of these seventeen different community groups and their
interpretation inside the temple. Tori’s research interests are in Historic Archaeology,
Cemetery Preservation, and Modern Genocide Study.
The Dorothy Williams Potter Scholarship in Historic Preservation supports M.A. and
Ph.D. students who serve as graduate research assistants at the Center for Historic
Preservation. The scholarship was established in honor of Mrs. Dorothy Williams
Potter, Honorary State President of the Tennessee Society Colonial Dames, for her
service to the Society in state and national offices. The first scholarship award was
granted in 1995.
Donors who wish to support the scholarship can do so through the online giving page.
—Antoinette van Zelm, assistant director

Partners
New Exhibit at Cocke County's
Tanner School

New displays at the Tanner School in Newport,
Tennessee.

The Tanner School tells the story of
Cocke County's African American
community, a prime example of how
education provided new opportunities
for southern Blacks during the
twentieth century. Located near the
Great Smoky Mountains in Newport,
Tennessee, the 1924 Rosenwald
School was expanded and renovated
over the years to serve the many
students who walked through its doors.

Newport city officials and citizens recognized the value and significance of this historic
school, the heart of the African American community for decades. Preserving the
school began with efforts from alumni to save and restore the building, supported by
the East Tennessee Development District and the Center for Historic Preservation.
Local government leaders worked with the Cocke County Partnership, the Tanner
Preservation Alliance, and state Representative Jeremy Faison to convince state
government to support the school’s restoration. Soon after, the Center prepared an
extensive history and analysis of the school’s preservation options, which became the
foundation for additional planning and preservation advocacy.
In 2021, Center director Dr. Carroll Van West, fieldwork coordinator Savannah Knies,
and graduate research assistant Kate Hughes again met with the Tanner Center staff
and government supporters to discuss plans for the installation of an exhibit on the
history of the school and the adjacent African American neighborhood.
The exhibit, which will be expanded over the years, was installed on June 21, 2022.
Through this new exhibit, the historic building will serve as a place to learn about the
everyday students, teachers, and community members who were influenced by the
school and then went on to shape their community. Special thanks for their
contributions to the exhibit go to Carlene Robinson, Tanner School Alumni, and the
Tanner Preservation Alliance, as well as Mayor Roland Dykes III, the city of Newport,
and Linda Lewanski with the Cocke County Partnership.—Laura Holder, federal liaison,
Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area.

Leaders
Heritage Development for the
Cemetery School in Rutherford
County
Another African American school
project began earlier this year and, it is
hoped, will follow a similar trajectory to
the Tanner School project. Located on
Old Nashville Highway in Murfreesboro,
the extant Cemetery School building
served African American students from
the early 1940s until the late 1960s.

Vincent WIndrow (left) with graduate students
Taylor Means (center) and Amy NeeSmith (right)
inside the Cemetery School, where original doors

and light fixtures remain.
Built by the New Deal’s National Youth
Administration, the school was the last
in a series of school buildings at the same location dating back to the 1870s. The
school was a vital element of the Cemetery community founded by African Americans
just after the Civil War, near the newly created National Cemetery on the battlefield at
Stones River.

In Spring 2022, Dr. Carroll Van West’s Seminar in Historic Preservation worked with the
school’s property owner, Dr. Vincent Windrow, and community members to develop a
Heritage Development Plan and National Register of Historic Places nomination for the
school building. Graduate students in the class researched the school’s history and
assessed its preservation needs. They then presented their findings at a community
forum in May at the Heritage Center of Murfreesboro and Rutherford County.
Fieldwork coordinator Savannah Grandey Knies is finalizing the National Register of
Historic Places nomination, which could be on the agenda of the Tennessee Historical
Commission’s state review board as soon as September. “The building is amazingly
intact and retains many of the hallmarks of a rural, African American school building
constructed in the 1940s. What’s more important, the preservation of the building can
provide Cemetery community members a designated place to share their history-history that is absolutely linked with the National Cemetery and Stones River National
Battlefield located just down the road.”
Eventually, the group hopes that the school building can again serve as a community
center and showcase exhibits about community history. One of the school’s two rooms
has a stage, and the school also has a kitchen that was added in about 1948. National
Register status will raise awareness about the significance of the school and make it
eligible for federal preservation funding.--Antoinette van Zelm, assistant director.

Upcoming
August 4 (Nashville)-- Metro Nashville Public Schools Social Studies In-Service,
“Approaches for Using Primary Sources” and “World War II and the Tennessee
Homefront.”
August 8 (Murfreesboro)--Tennessee History Day Workshop, Heritage Center of
Murfreesboro and Rutherford County.
August 11 (Virtual)—Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, “Digging In
with TPS-MTSU: Staff’s Favorite Educational Resources” Webinar.
August 31—Deadline to apply for Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area
Collaborative Partnership Projects.
September 8 (Virtual)--Teaching with Primary Sources—MTSU Workshop, “Digging In
with TPS-MTSU: Topic TBA” Webinar.
September 22 (Rocky Top)--“World War II and the Tennessee Homefront,” Norris
Dam State Park.
September 28 (Nashville)--Tennessee Council for History Education Conference,
“Visualizing History: How to Better Engage Students in the Post-Pandemic Classroom,”
Scarritt Bennett Center.
Be sure to check out the TPS--MTSU “Upcoming Workshops” page for additional
professional development opportunities in Fall 2022.
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